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THE SEARCH FOR THE

FRANK READE JR'S ELECTRIC A

OR,

R CANOE

VALLEY OF DIAMONDS.

A Thrilling Story of Adventures in Brazil.

By “NONAME,”

hor of ¢ Frank Reade and His Steam Horse,” ** Frank Reade, Jr. "With His New Steam Horse in the
o Northwest; or, Wild Adventures Among tha,Blaék.teet," ete., ete.

CHAPTER L
WHICH DEBCRIBES THE NEW INVENTION.

DEEP in the heart of a picturesque range of Lills lny the beauliful
little city of Readeatown.

The founder of the place, Frank Reade, had gained a world-wide
reputation as an inventor. 5

His inventions were many and varied, and had netted him an im-
mensge fortune. .

The Steam Man and the Steam Horse had made his fame, and now
at aripe old age he had retired from the Held and had been succeeded
by his son, Frank Reude, Jr. L \

The latter wns a slender, handsome youth, with remarkably intelli-
gent features, and scarcely less inventive genius than his father as
time revealed. =

Frank Reade, Jr., moreover, as is the case wilk: rising genius, had
developed a broader scope of talent and soon had astonished the
country,

One day the startling announcement went abroad that Frank Reade,
Jr., had just completed his new and wonderful air-ship, the ** Eleetric
Air Canoe,”

The report spread [ar and wide, and one morning a reporter of the
Associated Press presented himsell at the Reade Iron Works.

“Is it true, Mr. Reade, that you have just completed your Air Ca-
noa?" agked the geribe, bluntly.

It is,” replied the young inventor, modestly.
into the yard I will be pleaged to show it to you.”

The reporter complied with alaerity.

He gazed about bim not a little surprised ot the magnitude of the
workshops and iron foundries which were exclnsively employed in the
manufacture of the varions inventions of Frank Reade, Jr.

They passed on across the yard, and halted before the door of a
large, high-roofed builling.

Frack Reade, Jr., tapped lightly on the door.

Instantly a voice in a rieh, Irish brogue sounded within.

_“ Phwat will yez have, anyway?” -
‘¢ It is me, Barney,” said the Young inventor, authoritatively.

“ All roight, sor.”

The door swung back, and a thick-set Irishman, with & comical
mug and merry blue eyes stood in the doorway.

* Barney,” gald Frank, brusquely. ** T wish to show this gentleman
the Electric Air Canoe, Where is Pomp?”

"kSHure. gor, the naygiir do be over yonder, shining up that braas-
WOrk.

Frank saw a fat, comieal looking darky, as black ag the ace of
epades, engaged in scouring some brasswork on the Air Canoe.

*C All right, Barney,” said the young inventor. ¢ I want you lo
stay here and watch the door until we come back.”

“ All roight, sor.” .

Then Frank quickly crossed a platform to the spot where the darky
was.

Pomp instantly dropped his scouring utensils and made a low bow.

‘“ I'se berry glnd to see yo', Marse Frank!” he cried. “ Am yo’ eum
fo’ to see de Air Canoe?”

‘“ I have,” replied Frank. * And I want you to accompany ua over
the vessel. Do you understand?”

“If you will step

““ A’ right, sah!”
The darky with a pleased grin proceeded to obey orders.
These Lwo eccentric characters, for such they were, had best
years in the employ of the Reades, father and son.

Upon all their famous jaunts over the world the inventor L
the two faithful servitors. ;

So long had they beexn in the employ of Ul inventors that b
become expert machinists and electricians, p
" "dlfahnld the Air Canoce!” said Frank Reade, with n swesp
an '

The reporter was spelibound with the wonderful sight.

He saw what was cerlainly the most wonderful maching!
had come across many a day.; f

The Electric Alr Canoe, as its name would imply, wag |
something in the shape of a canoe, d

The bow was round and eanve ghaped, and the whole hody
vessel had the appearance of great lightuess and buoyancy

The deck was some fourteen feet in width, and the I
canoe full one hundred feet,

This gave much room and allowed for a deck-house o ¢
circular shiape which was in the center of the deck, 9

In one part of this cabin were the electric dynamos and the!
ful machinery which furnished speed to the propeller and th
sory rotascopes, .

These latter were three in number, of large dimensions i
power. i
The largest one was in the center of the boat, the shaft
upward throngh the roof of the center cabin or deck-honse, |

The other two were at opposite ends, and here the shaft
exterded through the roof of a smaller deck-house. In e
house was a dynamo. )

So that each rotascope was operated by a different dynam

*‘The reason of that,” said Frank, explanatively, * is fop s
also to economize power. Any one of these suspensory i
would support the air-ship, but each is ealled upon to do i
tionate amount. In ense one dynamo failed the ship would |

‘“ A wise precaation!” acknowledgzed the seribe. B

Algo a separate dynamo was emploved to work the propel

This made four dynamos aboard the Air Canoe.

The motive power was based npon a storage system whieh
cret of Frank Reade, Jr.'s. -

The main body of the eanoe was made of hollow oylind
zave bnoyaney as well as dimension to the eraft. A

The deck was spacions and fnclosed with a gnard rail whie
the way aronnd the vessel.

In the canoe-shaped bow was a port-hole, and th
thrust a gun which fired dynamite projectiles, also th
Frank Reade, Jr.

Altogether the Air Canoe was atrig, neat and handsol
buoyart and light as a feather.

The reporter had kept his note-book on hand, and ha
making notes. X i

They entered the cabin now. k

It was an elegantly furpished room. There wera rit
co'ly inlaid floor, luxurious farniture, and two hand
rooms with elegant bunks.
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ific instruments and a few articles of vertu hung upon the
rested on shelves.

motioaed the reporter to a seal at a table and said:
1, what do yon think of the Air Canoe?”
nderfull” averred the scribe, with a long-drawn breath,
ling on earth can equal it.  Yet it does nol seem possible
this vessel can really fly.”

{8 not only possible, but certain,” replied Frank.
'] ghould like to experience the novelty.”
on shall have the chance,”
reporter shiruggea his shoulders.

sarth is good enough for me,” he averred.
¢k ont.”
at I can assure you that there is no risk whatever!” declared
“ Yon are perfectly safe,” o =W
Not to-day,” langhed the seribe. * But by the way, Mr. Reade,
L will be the object of your first trip?”
fank Reade, Jr., arose. !

erossed the room to o small glass cabinet, unlocked the doo
ok out n bundle of charts, .
lie threw upon the table.
o you see that!” he cried.
gee,” raplied the reporter.
gtudy the chart a bit,” said Frank.
waters of the Amazon?”

# 1 think I

“Well, that is the map of Brazill”
t [ that your objective point?”
“ Do you see, here is

o8,
oll, here is a tributary, and it rises in a peculiar country.”
ell?”
xplorers have returned from this country with wonderful stories.
d that savage and warlike tribes abound Lhere, and that it is
fian a white man’s life is worth to venture down there.”
deed!”
orse than all else are the huge pythons which infest the forests,
rillas and pumas, which are of the wildest and flercest.”
declare! A good place Lo keep away from.”
Do you think so?”

III
ell, that is where I am going with the Air Canoe!”
reporter looked startled.
You don't mean it?"
Yes, I do!"
“ But——"
i1 know what you woald gay. You want to know why I go there.”
#¥on have guessed right.”
Well, T will tell you,” sald Fravk, slowly.
reporter brightened up.
# That is just what I want,” he said.
b1 have no doubt you will consider 1t an exeiting topic.
nge:r upon a certain gpot on the map. Do you see it?
enl”
ell, there is a most wonderful valley in the center of thig peril-
region.  Out of a porty of one hundred and twenty-five armed ex-
yrers only one lived to escape from that valley and to reuch Rio
o and tell his wonderful story.”
'Ah["
He gave a wonderful account of their adventures. Te said that
it valley was literaly strewn with diamonds in the rough. They
punded as common pebbles in the hed of the river, were studded in
mountain wall and could be found in the auriferons soil by digging
whare!"”
A valley of diamonds!” gasped the reporter.
That is it precisely. e bronght back three-huze stones, which
llianey are truly wonderful. They made him rich!”
Haavans!‘ What a chance. Of course he will go back with a
party?
Nothing would hire him to go back. Neither hos any oue the

ood to attempt the feat after listening to his tale!”
But you think of goinz?”
W Trae; but I shall not have to thread on foot two thousand miles
"dense forest peopled with a million perils. With the Air Canoe [
jall be able to defy the perils of the wonderful Valley of Diamonds.”

i

“ Tt is quite a story.”

“ Spmething exciting!”
T will put

CHAPTER 1L
THE STRANGE BALLOON.

1 geribe sat like one in a daze for some moments.

n he heaved a deep sigh.

Ugh!” he exclaimed, “1 wish T had the courace to venture to zo
jith you. As 't is I can only embrace this excellent material for a
dOI’ courge you will find no trouble in reaching the Valley of
monds?"

Ou the contrary, I expect considerable difficulty,” said Frank,
. “But I mean to surmonnt it.”

have no doubt yon will.  All the eivilized world will be agape to
n how you guceeed in your purpose,”

hey left the yard, and a few moments later Frank took leave of his
tor.

hen e returned to the building ard said to Barney:

4Now, Barney, [ want you to have all stores aboard, to-morrow
porning and ready for the start.”

~ 4 All roight, sor!”

#You'll attend to it.”

« If he don’ I will, Marse Frank!” cried Pomp, putting his head out
of a window.

« 8hut up, ye African misfit!” shonted Barney, angrily. ¢ Who-
ever asked yez advice, anyway?” :

I'rank had now passed out of the yard.

Pomp had merely spoken to irritate Barney. The two were ever
playing ‘‘roots” upon each other with varying success.

Barney now saw a chanee to get even with Pomp for a joke of which
he had been the vietim the day before.

Pomp's head was still thrust through the window.

Tle was gaping after Frank and did not heed Barney.

1t was the Celt’s opportunity.

Quick as a flash he reached down and caught up a pail of white-
waeh which sat upon the steps.

He was u trifle higher up than Pomp and thig aided him.

With skilled hand Barpey swung the bucket up and let its contents
drive right at Pomp’s woolly head. '

The result was langhahle.

The darky looked like a whitened post, and drew his head in with
a sputtering yell.

Undoubtedly for a moment Pomp thought an avalanche had struck
him.

He was transformed in that swift moment of time from an ebony
African into a queer looking white man,

“ Golly—golly! Pse killedl 1T'se jes’ done fo’—clar done fo', an’
Yee u dead nigger dis berry minnit!” howled the darky, wildly, as he
danced like a dervish and elawed his face and head like a maniac.

It required not much time for him thus to scrape ofl enough of the
whitewash so that his identity was made plainer.

Then a madder darky never lived wiien he realized the truth.

The shrieks of laughter in which Barney was indulging nssured him

of this.

“To' de good Lor'!” he sputtered. T done beliebe it am de wo'k
ob dat T'ish loafah, I jes’ break his jaw fo’ him or I nebber 1ib to see
anoder day!”

With this he rushed after the Celt.

But Barney was too wary to be caught napping thus.

He quickly got out of the way, and Pomp was unable to find him.

That sable gentleman finally gave up the quest and wenl away to
clenn himeelf up, but muttering vengeance vpon the nuthor of his
misery. :

“Fo' de Lor’, I git squar wil dat I'ishman if T hab to live a hunderd
yeat!” he declared, regolutely. I jes' fix up one [0’ him.”

And Pomp wag just the sort to keep his word.

The next morning great preparations were going on in the yard of
the Rende works.

All was bustle and excitement.

This was the day the Eleetric Air Canoe wag to sail.

The canoe had been brought out of the shop'and rested upon stag-
ings in the yard.

Hundreds of people had already hegun to gather about the works
1o see the ascension.

The excitement and interest was of the most intense gort.

An hour later a cheering crowd saw Frank Reade, Jr., with a num-
ber of the prominent eitizens, enter the yard.

A sort of ovalion was given the young inventor in honor of his de-
pariare.

3 The band played, salutes were fired, and cheers given.

Barney and Pomp were already aboard the Air Canoe.

Barney was in the pilot-house with his band wpon the lever which
was to set the rotascopes in motion.

He waited only lor the signal.

anlk Reade, Jr., mow lifted hig hat to the erowd and stepped over
the rail,

He motioned Lo Barney.

Down went the lever, there was a whirring of machinery, the hiss-
ing of the rotascopes, the air-ship trembled for an instant and then
leaped into space.

A mad yell went up from the crowd, cannons boomed, and Frank
Reade, Jr., fired a dynamite projectile from his gun, which exploded
in mid-air.

Then the Tlectrie Air Canoe set a course to the southward, and half
an hour 'ater Readestown had entirely gone from view.

The great journey was begun.

The Air Canoa was sailing like a bird through the air.

Trank Reade, Jr., with a thrill of pardonable pride, saw that his in-
vention was a wonderful success.

“ There is now no reason why we should not find that Valley of
Diamonds,” he declared, confidently.

 Bejabers, we'll thry,” declared Barney.
Frank, phwat wad yez call that?”

“ On me worrud, Misther

The Celt had snddenly caught sight of an object in the air just

ahead not more than two miles.

It had shot into view from the depths of a fleecy cloud.

‘A balloon!” ga.si)ad the young inventor with amazement.

“ Shure an’ it is that, sor!” erled Barney, excitedly.

1t i3 coming this way!"”

Frank sprang into the cabin and procured hig giass.

Emerging, he brought it to bear apon the distant balloon.

There was no doubt but that an air current was bringing the bal-
loon towards them.

« Shure, ean yez see anybody in the basket?” \asked Barney.

“ Yes!” replied Frank. = And—my God! see—they are fighting!”
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Indeed, even at that distance two men could be seen engaged in a
deadly struggle.

One had foreed the other to the edge of the basket.

He seemed trying hard to throw him out. But the struggle was
meintained with deadly force.

The balloon rocked and swayed iz a frightful manner.

“Fools!” gasped Frank, in horror. * Don’t they know that they are
in awful peril?”

; Whether they knew it or not, the two men continued to struggle
ercely.

Frank remained inactive no longer.

« Head the Canoe for the balloon!” he said to Barney.

The Celt quickly ehanged the course of the Air Canoe.

'E‘che balloon speedily drew nearer. The two miles were covered very
quickly. g

It could then be easily seen that Lhe struggle in the baskel was one
of deadly sort.

The balloon was exactly on a line with the air-ship.

Frank Reade, Jr., knew that it would never do for the balloon and
the air-ship to meet,

There was no doubt but that the rigzing of the balloon would eatch
in r.iha rotascopes or rigging of the air-ship and the result would be
gerious.

So Frank directed Barney to elevate the air-ship so that it would
float a hundred feet or more over the balloon.

1 Th{; struggle between Lthe Lwo occupants of the basket was going on
ercely.

Frank Reade, Jr., was in a quandary.

What was to be done?

Su]rely i the struggle was permitted to go on murder would be the
result.

Yet the occupants of the Air Canoe seemed powerless.

“ Shure, sor, phwativer wud yez do aboat it?” cried Barney.

« Mercy on ns! Ido not know,” replied Frauk,

“ Golly! I done fink dey Kill each odder fo’ suah!” cried Pomp.

Frank was like one insane,

He walked up and down the deck, shouting frantically to the two
men to desist.

* Cease your foolisk quarrel!” he shouted.
it will be the death of you?”

But he might as well have talked to empty air.

One of the men, however, looked up and saw the air-ship.

There was an expression of mingled astonishment and relief upon
his face,

Then suddenly, with what seemed arenewal of superhuman strength,
he forced his antagonist back and dealt him a blow which laid him
insensible in the bottom of the basket.

The deadly struggle was over.

Panting and exhausted, the victor for a momert leaned over Che
edge of the basket.

“ Hello, down there!” shouted Frank Reade, Jr. ** What on earth
ails you?”

The survivor of the combat looked up and made a gesture.

“Hello!” he replied, faintly. ** Who are you?”

i “Iam Frank Reade, Jr.”

“The inventor of flying machines?”

i Yea.!‘

“ T have heard of you.
to save me.”

“ What is the matter with you?’

« T have been in the clutches of & maniac for the last twelve hours.
Oh, God! I counld not have stood 1t much longer.”

“ A maniac?”

* Yes; butif you will 1escue me from thia perilous position, I will
tell you all about it,”

1 will try!”

Frank Reade, Jr., tarned to Pomp.

‘¢ Bring out that long rope ladder,” he ordered.

Pomp hastened to obey.

: In a few moments he came out of the cabin with the article in ques-
tion.
: It was a very light but streng rope ladder, fully two hundred feet in
ength.

Pomp fastened it to the rail and threw it over.

Down it fell beside the balloon.

The occupant of the car was eagerly watching for it.

« Hold firm!” shouted Frank. ** We shall have to ask you to climb
up on this ladder as we fear collision with the balloon,”

« All right!” replied the balloonist; ** but you will have to hurry a8
1 can see a senm opening in the balloon now.”

ATl right!”

Frank made an effort to sway the ladder over within reach of the
balloonist but at that moment there was o trementious report, the vast
globe collapsed, and shot downward like a meteor.

“ Don't you know that

Heaven be praised! you have come in time

CHAPTER IIL
RESCUED.

A morE awful development could hardly have been imagined.
A great cry of horror went up from Frank Reade, Jr., and Barney
and Pomp.

“My God! they have gone down to death!” cried Frank, in agony.

“Fo' suab, it am de lag' ob dem!” wailed Pomp.
“ Begorra, it's the ind av tnim!" averred Barney.

All crowded to the rail of the Air Canoe to watch the downwan
course of the fated balloon. 1

It was a dizzy height.

The earth seemed miles away, and objects there were dim

vague,

%he balloon wag traveling downward like o meteor.

Those on board the Air Canoe had expected to see it strike th
earth with a mighty rebound. 3

Suech a thing would of course have settled the fate of those in- U
basket. ;

But now a great cry went up from Barney.

<« Bejabers, wud yez see the wather!” Le cried; ¢ they'll hit for sure

Directly beneath the descending balloon wae a large lake.

That thie balloon would strike in about its center Frank was assure(

In an instant hiope dawned in the young inventor's breast, )

He knew that it was a gcod chanee for the aeronauts to esCap
death if they shounld strike the bosom of the lnke. |

11 they were good swimmers and the maniac recovered his senss
there was a chunce fcr them.
. Frank turned to Barney.

“ Down—down!” he eried.
board! Quickly!”

« All roight, sor!”

Into the pilot-house eprang Barney. b
ulTne Celt turned the lever in question, and downward darted th

r-ship. :

Of courge it was impossible to overtake the balloon.

This had already siruck the surface of the lake.

The silk envelope was spread out upon the water, and a great ¢
went up from watehing Pomp. h

« Fo' de Lor, Marse Fraok,” cried the darky, ** dey am bo'l o
dem swimming fo’ all dey is wufl!”

This was Lrue. A

There were two forms in the water below, and they were strugglirg
to keep afloat. A

The lake was large, and there was no possivflity that they migh
awim to the shore, i

There was no time to lose.

« Down—down faster, Barney!" cried Frank, excitedly.

But the Celt needed nourging.

The air-ship was now but three hundred feet above the water.

Another hundred feet and the rope ladder dangled in the water.

The two swimmers saw it and made for it. 1

The next moment both were drawn on board, not much the wors
for their involuntary bath.

The maniac seemed as intelligent and lueid as his companion.

“ God be praised, we are saved!” he cried. \

And then he pussed a band across his foreliead, gazing about hir
in a dazed way.

« Bot what is all this? he exclaimed, vaguely.
or is it reality?” .

« It i8 reality, Heory Haines!” said his companion, gripping hi
hand. * Poor fellow, you have been through a good deul.  You prob:
ably are not aware of the fuet that you were temporarily a madmaf
up there in the air and came near taking my lite!” t

“ My God! do not tell me that!” groaned the restored madman,

¢ I is true. If 1 hado’t rapped you on the head pretty hard yo
would have thrown me out of the balloon!” 1

« God forgive me! I have no recollection of it, Allan Gray. 1
must have been the rarefied air and the pressure up there!” 3

« That wag it,” replied Allan Gray; * but we have escaped, g0 lé
us congratulate ourselves. [ think this will end our ballooning expé
riences,” :
“ God grant it may!"” )
Frank Reade, Jr., had listened with interest and now anderstoo
all. R
He knew that the pressure upon the brain in upper air stratum
very often caused temporary aberration of mind. A

This no donbt was what had overtaken Henry Haines, the aeronau

He was once more himsell, however, as could be plainly seen,

« Then your companion is not a confirmed madman?” asked Fraos
a8 he ghook hands with Gray. 1

“QOh, no,” replied the younger aeronont. ** You understand how
wag. But I beg pardon. Allow me Lo introduce myself. I am Alla
Gray, Professor of Latin and Greek in the Western University g
Ethics and Science. This my co-luborer, Dr. Henry Haines,"” 3

« T am glad to meet you, gentlemen,” said Frank, warmly. *Nee
I introduce mysel(?" L

“ We have heard of you, and are well acquainted with your fame
an inventor,” declared Gray, cordially. ** But I promised to tell yoi
how we happened in our flight up there go far!” 3

“ Very good!” agreed Frank. 3

« The balloon is of our own construction. We have long had
mind this ascension, as we desired much to know the effect ofd
upper atmosphere npon certsin chemicals which we had hoped to
feet in such manner a8 to improve upon our present style of ba
ometers. We were suceeeding fairly well, when the valve rope bro
and we were unable to descend. Then Haines went mad. You kng
the rest.”

«] think yon may congratulate yourselves upon a fortunate g
eape,” said Frank. M

+Indeed we may, and we owe the preservation of our lives to you

“] am glad to have been able to serve you,” said Frank, modesk

« But what a wonderful invention tnis is! Truly you are o genit

# Reverse the lever on the swite

“ Am I dreamin
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{r. Reade. In fact, T may safely say, the genius of the age.”

Frank blushed confusedly at such a direct compliment as this.
proceeded at once to show his visitors over the air-ship,

e two scientisls were delighted,

ey declared Lhe Air Cunoe the most wonderful of modern inven-

i I:Tow, gentlemen,” said Frank, pleasantly, *“where shall T drop

¢ If T were allowed to follow my own inclination,” said Gray, *1
puld beg of you to allow us Lo travel with you on this wonderful
age in quest of the Valley of Diamonis.”

fear that would be impossible,” said Frank, politely.
% Oh, of course! But we wish you success, Mr, Reade,”
A Thank you.”
% As for that—yon may drop us at Stirling, a village at the other
d%f this lake. We can make our way home easily from there."
) er
-Aahngb while later the Ailr Canoe descended in the vicinity of the
mall town named, and leave was taken of Lthe scientists,
- Onece more the Air Canoce shot upwards and took its southward

No other aerohiauts were encountered, and in two days’ time Pomp

hited the Gulf of Mexico.

me hours later they were above this vast body of water.

Straight to the southward the air-ship kept, passing over certain

ands of the West Indies,

Then one day land was gighted, which Frank declared to be the

goast of Venezuela,

The air-ship was here allowed to descend nearer the earth,

The rocky coast was revealed, with ivs shores riel with tropieal

erdure,

The heat was intense and the voyagers had all donned white linen

nits and cork hats.

frank took his bearings, and calculated that they were not far

rom the mouth of the Orinoco river.

E &althey were 80 near the estuary of the great river it was decided to

fIail it.

Accordingly the air-ship was headed a little to the east, and the

goast was followed for one hundred miles or more.

Then the next morning Barney first sighted the mouth of the mighty

fiver 60 near the equator.

‘A wonderful sight was spread before the gaze of our voyagers.

The deita of the Orinoco presented a scene of impressive grandeur,

.~ Divided into a thousand streams the great river here waters a vust

territory, back of which the scenery is as wild and grand as any hu-

man mind could conceive.

“ The air-ship was now headed inland.

Several large towns were pussed over and in one of these there was

i large fort.

* From this cannon shots were fired upward at the Air Canoe.

But at that height our voyagera could laugh at this.

- From what could be seen of the people below, they seemed to have

heen thrown into a state of the greatest excitement.

~ There was no doubt but that the appearapce of the air-ship had a

perstitious effect upon them,

rank did not retaliate, for he had no desire to shed human blood.

With his dynamite projecriles he conld have blown the town to

ptoms, but he did not think of such a thing.

" The air-ship passed on over mighty plantations where negro slaves

ere at work in gangs.

* On for a whole day the Air Canoe swiltly sailed.

. Then civilization was left belind, and a country wilder than the

juman imagination could picture was encountered.

The country now became more hilly and waterfalls became fre-
b

‘At times small native settlements were seen in the woods below.

' The air-ship was sailing over the the surface of the river when a

ling incident occurred.

Across the river, at an angle where it wag not very wide, a rope
ge was stretehed.

- The ropes were manufactured of a kind of fiber or vine which grows

in the forest and are very sirong and durable.

“Often the South American natives bridge the deepest chasms or

dangerous streams with these ropes.

t gight of the rope bridge Barney gave a sharp cry.

%“8hare wad yez luk at the bridge av ropes!” he cried; *‘that's

e worruk to be shure.”

% Yon are right!” ecried Frank, * But ah—look at that.”

‘A native half naked had started to cross the rope.

It was o female, and she was half way across when she chanced to

pok up and see the air-ship.

A yell of terror escaped her lips and she went ofl the bridge like a

Down into the water she went with a great splash.

- But this was not all.

The moment she struck the water from the shores about there started
Lnyrind savage alligators all eager for a meal.

"CHAPTER IV,
THE WHITE EXILE,

e fall of the native woman into the water was a matter of little
quence.
he could have swam double that distance to shore.

But in the treacherous wuters of the river, with Lhe alligators all
about her, her fale seemed sealed,

** Begorra, it’s eaten up she'll bel” cried Barney.

““ Golly, you'se right!” eried Pomyp.

 She must be saved!” declared Frank, with rigid face,
down with the rope ladder. Lively!

Barney needed no further bidding.

The way he put the rope ladder over the rail was wonderful.

Fraok Reade, Jr., sprang to the dynamite gun in the bo w.

The native woman had crawled upon a rock, but she was by no
n;liaus out of the way of the ulligators, who were coming for her full
tilt.

Frank pulled back the airvalve of the pnenmatic gun and seta
projectile in the breech,

: He took careful aim at a mass of the alligators and pulled the
aver.

The next moment the projectile struck the water and raised a col-
umn fifty feet in height.

Half a dozen dead alligators lay belly upward in the water,

5 Qi.lil.‘,k as a flash Frank turned the gun in another direction and
red,

The eflect was the same.

It was a glaughter of saurians.

The water was red with blood and the bodies of the alligators float-
ed everywhere,

Meanwhile, Barney had gone down the rope ladder like a monkey.

He reached down aud threw one arm about the terrified native
woman.

‘* Shure, av yez will help yersilf a bit we'll soon git yez out av this
scrape,” cried the Celt, :

But the native woman was too terrified to heed what was said to
her, nor could she have uncerstood Burney if she had.

But Barney lifted her in his powerful arms and yell=d to Pomp.

The darky started the Air Canoe forward, and in this manner Bar-
i'leydnml Lis charge were swung across the bosom of the river to the
and.

Here the Celt dropped his load and himself upon the ground.

But the native woman at once fell upon her fuce before her rescuer
in the most abject manner.

‘* Bejabers, yez needn’t do that!” cried the Celt, humorously, ** Shure
it’s not perlite in ye to throw yesilf at a gintleman’s feet. The leddies
in our counthry don't do that. It's the other way, begorra.”

But the native woman evidently believed her captor a deity and was
bound to pay him homage,

Irank from the deck saw the gituation.

He langhed in amusement.

; Now is your chance, Barney!” he cried.
ont"

* Shure an’ I might av I wasn't a married man,” eried the Celt.
‘ Shure, it’s not ivery man can have the ladies worship him,”

Frank came down the ladder with this, Pomp meanwhile lowering
the Air Canoe.

But no sooner had the young inventor's feet touched the ground
when a startling thing happened.

E‘rom the undergrowlh about full a score of uncouth natives leaped
out.

Tkey were armed to the teeth.

But at sight of the air-ship they all fell upon their faces.

‘ Begorra, it's a very polite lot av haythins they be, to be shure,”
cried Barney. * Mebbe Ii's Lheir way av gettin’ acquainted.”

““ No doubt,” said Frank, with a laugh.

Finally one of the natives, evidently the chiefl of the tribe arose, and
ventured to approach Frank,

He was a white-haired, patriarchal-looking old fellow and wore a
huge embroidered belt of python’s gkin.

He jabbered away for a few moments, and then began sign talk.

As near a8 possible Frank learned from him that they were at the
moment in the heart of a dangerous country, and that there were hos-
tile tribes near,

* Well,” said Frank to Barney, after awhile, ** we can gain nothing
by staying here. Let us get out!”

“ All roight, sor!”

Barney had turned to go aboard the air-ship.

But at that moment a startling thing happened.

There came from the woods a wild ery, and into the open sprang a
man.

At firet the voynezers took him for one of the natives.

He was dressed just the same, and his skin expoeed for so long to
the tropical suns was of nearly the same color.

But that he was a white man and an American was quickly known.

Long matted hair fell down upon his shoulders and a beard upon
his breast.

He rushed up to Frank, erying wildly:

“One of my own countrymen, God be praised! How glad I am
to see you!”

“ Heavens!" gasped Frank. ¢ Who are you?”

“ Well may you ask that question!” eried the nomad.
nigh lost my identity in all these years!”

“ Yon are a white man?”

“;f.'as, and a native of New York. Are you an American?’

“1am.” \

“1 knew it. My name is Jagper White. I was once a man of
wealth in New York City.”

“ But—what are you doing here?” asked Frank, in amazement.

‘* Barney,
Pomp, you gteady the ship.”

“ Why don’t you cateh

1 have
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“ AD, that is o sad story. I did not stay here and Lu.lopt. this life of
my own free will,”

“Indeed!”

« Bighteen years ago I Invested my fortune in a mine in British
Guiana, I eame down here to look it up, found that I bad been vie-
timized and was a romed man,”

The stranger covered his face with his hands and wept.

Finally he continued: .

[ also learned that my wife had proven false to me, and had eloped
with the man who had effected my ruin, For a time I was almost &
manine.”

“That was hard,” agreed Frank.

] enrsed them both, and if I could have got back to America then,
1 think T would have killed them. But I coald not. I had no money,
nor could [ borrow, beg or steal in this accursed land,

« Well, after a time 1 tried to forget it, and I drifted into the woods.
One day our parly was sel upon by nalives, and all were killed but
me.
“ My life was interceded for by the chief's danghter. I was taken
into the tribe, she became my wife according to their forms, and Lere
J am,

« Eighteen years I have lived in the same manner as primitive
man, You are the first of my people whom I have seen in that time.”

« [ndeed!” exclaimed Frank, who had been deeply interested in
the tale. ‘¢ Yours was a sad experience.”

“ You will agree to that?”

“ Yes,"”

« But it seems a.blessing divine to look npon my kind again.”

i épresume you are anxious to get back to America?’

1 IJ." =

The stranger’s face wore a sad and sorrowful expression.

Hig breast heaved with emotion.

T [ will agree to put you in the way to get back!” declared Frank,
¢ No,” said the stranger, firmly. ** I have no desire Lo go back.”

“ No desire?”

(13 NOI"

“ Pray, why not?”

“ ¢ is easy to see. If I go back to Ameriea, I will have no money,
no friends. My former friends are dead or lost to me. My wile is
gone, my home, my all.”

He paused and then continued with great bitterness:

. «You can see that I would be a more miserable wretch there than
erel”

Frank nodded his head.

« Perhaps you're right.”

“ 1 wnow that I am. What is more, my native wife has been trne
and loving to me. In a measure I have educated her and bronght her
muech to my level. We have pretty children and our primitive home
is happy.”

The recluse stepped forward and gripped Frank’s hand.

¢ T thank you Kindly,” he said, ‘““but you ean see why [ do not go
back!"

“ I do!” replied Frank, heartily.
At any rate, I wish you all suceess!”

«I thank you.”

After that the conversation turned upon other topics.

Jasper White, the recluse, was wholly astounded when the Alr
Canoe was shown him.

+ T ean remember the wonders of the steamship and the railroad,”
he declared, ** but I never expected to see this problem of sailing in
the air solved.”

“ Well, you see it now,” said Frank, pleasantly. ‘* Il yon see fit
to leave your home here 1 will take you to the nearest seaport.”

¢ No, I will stay here.”

The natives, under the influence of their white chief, now venturod
to come nearer the air-ship.

They, indeed, became quite social, and even went 8o far as to bring
presents of nuts and a tizer skin to Frank.

In return they received some articles of steel and some old gar-
ments, which delighted them greatly.

When it was generally known that the voyagers hatl saved one of
their women from the allizators the natives were more than ever
friendly.

The sight of the seore or more of dead alligators in the river was a
thrilling one to the natives.

It seemed to give Jasper White an idea.

He advanced to Frank’s side.

l‘:j[ wish we might gecure your co-operation in a little matter,” he
said.

“ What is it?”" agked Frank,

« There ig a tiger of the man-eating gpecies which has tronbled ns
folr a year past. He has caused the death of fully a dozsn of our peo-

e'”

“ And I think you may be right.

“Indeed?”

“1I you eould help ns to hunt him down, we will pay you in any
way within our power,”

“ T will do that with pleasure!” replied Frank, readily, /

“ Thank yon a thousand times!”

Barney and Pomp were delighted with the idea of a tiger hant,

It promised excitement of the most intense kind, and Lhis was vastly
to their liking,

Jagper White led the way through a leafy screen of forest to the na-
tive village.

Here a curious scene was spread out to the gnze of the VOyRZers,
It was much to the edilication of Barney and Pomp.

CHAPTER V.
TAMING THE TIGER. \
Tue native village embraced hall a hundred comical shaped huts, =
They were made of pulmetto leaves intertwined and [rumed,
were absolutely impervious to waler.
The native womeu were collected for a daunce in honor of the viss
itors.
These were in the main comely, and the curious dunce was not uns
graceful and quite amusing. ;
Then the chiel’s guesis were ivited to participate in a feast.
This congisted much of game, wild fruits and yams. 3
An appetizing drink made from a peculisr plant lound in the forest
was indulged in,
All this ceremony over with, the tiger hunt was broached.
The air-ship was brought down into the village.
Arrangements were quickly made.
Tt was known to a cerlainty where the tizer's lair was.
This was id o deep jungle not far from the village,
It was planped thay a score of the natves would beat the jungle;
armed with torches Lo defend themselves.
There was no doubt but that the tiger would cone forth.
The air-ship would hover over the jungle, and at sight of the
Frank would annihilate it with one of Lis dynamite projectiles,
The punenmatic gun was trained and ready.
Frank and Barney and Pomp with Jasper White were on board.
The air-ship went up one hundred feet and started for the jungle,
The sensation of sailing in the air was an exciling one Lo Jasper,
He was for a time whelly carried away with the novelty.
But exciting incidents were close at hand.
The air-ship now hung over the jungle, and Jagper pointed out the"
spol where the benst had its lair,
Bealen paths were seen in the jungle leading in all directions.
These, it was declared, had been made by the brute.
The jungle had alwaya been n resort of terror to the natives,
1t could be seen that the natives were already encircliug the jungle
and beginuing to beat the grass,
Bat Frank Reade, Jr., did not feel disposed to wait for all this busi:
ness,
The young inventor ccneeived a better and more expeditious idea.
+ Well, my friend,” he said to White, ** you believe that the beast I3
in that jungle, do you?”
“ Yas, sir,” replied White.
Al right.”
« What are you going to do?”
 Seare him ount.”
o How?”
« T will show you."
« But I wonld pray you wait. My men will soon succeed in that."
1 haven't the slizhtest doubt of that,” replied Frank, ** but I know
a quicker way."” .
“ You do?’
“ Yes."” ’
“ Ah, well, I have nothing to say.”
Frank advanced to the bow of the Canoe and trained the gun upon
the thick clump, believed to be the lair of the man-eater.
Then he sent a projectile down into the place.
There was a terrific explosion.
The result was wonderful. _
Harth, stones, grass and debris flew vp into the air.to a great heights
The noise of the explosion had hardly died ont, when there was &
terrible roar, and out inte the open part of tha jungle there leaped &
magnificent specimen of the South American tiger.
He was a monster of his species. i
There he stood, lashing his tail and glaring up at the air-ship with
a wicked lizht in his eyes.
“ Whew!” cried Frank.
“Didn't I tell yvou sol”
“You're right!” 3
“ Begorra, I'll take me 'davy that Barnum mniver had the loikes ay
him in his big menagery!” eried Barney.
“ Huh!” sniffed Pomp. ** Didn't yo' eber gee o tiger outside ob Bar=
num’s afo’, yo' big fool Iishman!” ’
« Bejabers, it's o fool yez call me, eh?” gpluttered Barney, making:
a pass at the darky. i
“ Dat am what y»' am!"
¢ I'll have yer hide fer that, nayzur!”
Barney and Pomp would have had a scrap then and there,
Frank stopped it. 4
There was too much other fun ahead now, and the practical joking
was stopped. 3
Frank could have sent a projectile down and blown the tiger into
minea meat with ense,
But another idea had come into his mind.
“ Look here, White,"” he said, with a langh.
has enten up twelve of your people?”
wi YES."
* Well, how would you like him for a pet?”
The recluse was astounded.
¢ What do yon mean?’ he asked.
¢ Just what I say.”

“He is o big fellow, isn't Le?"

“ You say that tizer
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1 am sure—I—that is, [ can’t understand your meaning.”
fell, supposing I catch that chap ahive?’
vel”
ag M
te indulged in a shiver.
fear you are joking!" he said.
m It exclaimed Frank, with a laugh. ‘¢ I'll show you!”
young inventor went into the cabia and came out quickly with
sleel wire,
was wound upon a spool very closely.
k began to unwind it and pald it out over the rail of the air-

n it went until it touched the ground.

Frank soid:

0 to the wheel, Pomp!”

darky obeyed.

Frank's orders he caused the Air Canoe to go forward until the

had trailed along and come in contuct with the tiger.

a]lighb object as the wire did not disturb the beast more than

would,

remained where he was lashing his tail.

old the ship steady, Pomp!” cried Frunk Reade, Jr.

ien into the battery room he sprang.

ek a8 a flash he jammed the wire between two dynamos and sel

whole current.

a8 vivid lightning which leaped over that wire,

shock was suflicient to have prostrated a troop of horse,

tiger with a stunning roar plunged forward and fell in a heap.

k, with insulaung gloves, was handling the wire.

tﬂgei lay like one dead, bat Frauk, to make sure, gave him an-
ock.

ien he said to Pomp:

own with the air-ship!”

n settled the Air Canoe until it rested on the ground, *

en Frank sprang over the ratl and approached the tiger.

| this while Jasper White had been regarding the scene with

nent and mystery.

don’t understand it,” he muttered,

e power?”

It is the power of the lightning stroke,” said Frank, explanative-

It i3 electricity, which man has learned to handla.”

it Wonderful!l”

ok put his hand upon the tiger’s form.

falt the heart beat, and knew that the animal was alive.

ut he held the charged wire in readiness to give another shock if

ary.

re Ileaviug the air-ship he had provided himsell with some pe-

tools.

e of them was a powerful pair of shears, and another a huge

Ir of pincers or forceps.

Juickly he proceeded with the shears to eat off the gharp points of

 liger's claws.

he animal could make no resistance, being still unable to move.

a ghort time Frank had robbed the monster of these weapons of

, and next tackled the huge beast's teeth. :

was not such an easy matter, but with the aid of the heavy

8, I'rank extracted at least hall of the tiger's powerful Leeth
he animal bezan to come to.

pother shock with the wira, however, cansed him to resizn himsell

1t 1o his fate,

urriedly and resolutely Frank worked, In a short while he linished

“ What mystery is it—what

e huge man-eating heast was withont claws or teeth.
geemed as if he was rendered wholly defenseless, but yet it was
golten that a tiger can deal a terrilic blow with his heavy

$llors du combat!” cried Frank; * there, friend White, you may

a pet of your man-eater if you wish!"

reclise wns quite overcome,

ally, Mr. Reade,” he said in a confused way, “I never heard

lika thiz in my life,”

All the better!” eried Frank, caily.
theroriginator of a process!”

‘[ naver before heard of a tiger's teeth being pulled.

and keep him in your remembrance,”

natives who had witnessed the operation were awe-struck.

y regarded Frank a8 something of 2 deity.

y, a man who could pull a man-eating tiger's teeth with no

means of keeping the animal passive than a seemingly inno-

ire was no ordinary being,

k langlied well, as did Barney and Pomp.

a muzzle was made of heavy straps and plaited ropes for the
t, and his forward legs were hobbled.

0 this manner the monarch of the jungle found himsell when he

red from the electrical shocks.

Iy the tiger came to,

o the beast saw the crowd abont it sprang up with a hideous

1t is pleasant to know that

We will take

fhen followed a terrific stroggle with the muzzle and hobble.

he reanit wns that the natives with vells of trinmph enared the
with ropes and dragged it back to the village.

hie air-ship returned to the native village.

TFrank bad decided to remain there nntil the next day.
Agcordingly preparations were made by the uelighted Tanaguas for
o grand fete in honor of their aistinguisued guesis,

CHAPTER VI
POMP SQUARES UP WIIH BARNEY.

THE native encampment was gay that night.

Wateh tires were built, and the tom-tom was beaten loud and well,
" The dancing maidens appeared again, and then came the warriors
in grotesque dances.

1t was all very Interesting to the voyagers.

But Pomp said:

“ Huh! I done fink we kin beat dat music all ont.

‘* Begorra, il’s roight ye are, naygur!” cried Barney,

Into the eabin they ran,

When they came out they had a banjo and fiddle,

Pomp was a skilled player on the former snd Barney on the latter,

Pomp waltzed into Lhe center of the camp and began a lively clog
upou his banjo.

Instantly the natives ceased their own digcordant music.

They erowded about the two servitors, agogz with Interest.

* I'll give yez fust show, naygur!” cried Barney. * Do yer best!”

“ A'right, sah!"

Pomp whirled the banjo into position and began work.

He was an uncommon good player.

The way he rattlea ofl ihe musie there was thrilling,

He sang plantation medleys, song and dance, and many others.

The natives ecstatically applauded to the echo.

Then came Barney with his famous Irish fididle.

The Celt played 'jigs and arias and wound ap by einging some very
beautiful Irish airs,

The natives were searcely less pleased by his performance.

They cheered him wildly and wanted more.

But it was a late hour and all felt ealled upon to retire.

The fete was ended for the night.

Guards were posted and all were soon fast asleep.

The next day Frank decided to leave the Tanagua village at an
early hour.

It was before sunrise.

Yet every native was on hand.

“ Remember that you will always be welcome in Tanagua Land!”

cried Jasper White, warmly. ** Youn will never be forgotien!”

** It is pleasant to know that,"” said Frank.

‘*By the way, Mr. Reade, are you traveling for pleasure?”

Frank gave a start.

‘ Ah, that makes me think!" he exclaimed, ‘I want to ask you,
Mr. White, if you have ever heard of the Valley of Diamonds?”

* Why, certainly!”

“ Where is it located?”

“ I'ar down in Brazil.
zootn Land.”

‘t Have youn ever Lieen there?”

**No."

‘18 it difficult of access?”

. *It always has been. The Mazootas are hard fighters and alwaye
hostile. Then there is the Serpent Valley to pass through.”

“* Indeed!”

“ You will be almost sure to be attacked by pythons in that valley.”

“ You don’t mean it?”*

“Yes, Ido.” !

“Then you think we will have trouble?”

“ Ab, I forgot,"” said White, with a low bow.
Canoe can go anywhere,”

“ Is there any truth about the discovery of diamonds there?”

“ ]t is all truth. The sunds of the river are fu!l of dinmonds,”

“ Thank you for the information.”

A short while later the air-ship took leave of Jasper White's settle-
ment.

Straight to the southward now our voyagers hore.

To attempt an adequate description of that trip would be out of the
question.

The country over which they passed was wonderful to view.

Vast forests of the most beantiful mahogany and other woods alter-
nated with deep swamps and long reaches of level plain and lowland,

Rivers which were almost lakes in width were crossed.

The woods were filled with wild animals of all descriptions.

Chattering wonkeys peopled the tree tops, and birds of most bril-
liant plumage flew hither and thither.

Barney and Pomp never tired of watching the scene.

“T:lej' were fond of trying shots at the game, also, whica was plen-
tiful.

Some wood deer were seen browsing in a clearing in the woods.

Barney conceived the idea of bagging one of them.

**Shure, it’s quita fashionable now to have the antlers in ver ancis-
tll'al(l;a]l], an’ bejabers I'm not goin’ Lo be benind the toimes,” declared
the Celt,

** Huh!” grunted Pomp, ““1 jes’ fink yo' wud hab hard wo'k fo’ to
find de halll”

‘‘ Befabers, don’t yez ridicnle a gintleman!” cried Barney with ire,
* Shure I'm a lineal descendant av the ould Irish kings, an’ shure
they had many an ancisiral hall an’ many a pair av deers’ antlers to
adorn it wid.”

But Pomp was skeptiecai. -

Eb, 1'isn?"”

Near the Rio Negro. I believe it is in Ma~

“Or course the Aie

p—
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However, he ventured to make no further demur and Baruey drew
a bead upon one of the deer aud fired.

The shot was true.

The animal leaped nto the air and fell dead.

“ Whurroo!” eried Barney, trinmphantly. ¢ Shure, it's a foine
shot I med. Wud yez luk at that, naygur. Shure, now. I'll have me
antlers to pay fer it."

Pomp's eyes twinkled.

He had long been waiting for a chance to get square with Barney
for the whitewash trick played upon him.

He believed that the chance was now offered.

He kept his own counsel, while Barney proceeded to lower the ship
80 that he might secure the antlers.

As it happened, Frank was asleep in the cabin.

This the Celt believed was an opportunity not to be despised of
having a little fun,

Down settled the Air Canoe, and rested upon the ground near the
spot where lay the deer.

Barney, with hunting-knife in hand, sprang to the rail.

In another moment he went over and started for the deer.

It required but a moment or two for him to rip off the deer’s ant-
lers.

Pomp in the meanwiile had not been idle.

He had sneaked into the cabin and hrought a wire ont.

This he bitched to the rail and connected with the dynamoa.

The current thus was sent into the ruil. Pomp was not foolish
enough to give the full current.

It was a nice little dose prepared for Barney,

The Celt bad procured his antlers, and now started to return to the
air-ship.

"Be[gorm, wud yez luk at the loikes av thim!” he eried trimaphantly,
waiving the antlera aloft.

“Dey am jes' fine, ain’ dey, I'ish?” said Pomp.

“Yez kin bet on that, naygur!”

“Wha' yo' do wid "em?”

“Didn't I tell yez? Shure I'll put them up over the door av me
castle in ould Ireland.”

“ Yo' mean yo' shanty, l'ish!"”

“ Whisht now, gossoon! I'd have yez undherstand that Barney
O'Shea was niver born in a shanty.”

Pomp looked incredulous.

But Barney now reached the rail and started to spring over it.

The next moment he was sorry for the aitempt.

He placed his hand upon the iron and received the [ull force of the
current.

It was simply tremendous.

He was hurled back like a puppet and lay upon the ground count-
ing shooting stars.

“ Ow-ouch! Divil take it!" he yelled in agony. ¢ Shure it's kilt I
am!” :

Bat he was a good ways from being kiiled.

He recovered quickly and was upon his feet instantly. .

He saw Pomp convulsed with mirth rolling about the deck.

“ Ho, ho, ho!” langhed the darky. ** Dat am jes' paying yo' back
fo' yo”Lrentmam. ob me, yo' big statl. Dat am squar’ wid de white-
wash!’

A madder Irishman than Barney was never seen,

“ Be me sowl, did yez play that thrick upon me?" he yelled, *I'll
ayv the sealp av vez for that!”

“ Huh! don’ yo' fink yo'sef so smalt, I'ish!”

“ Begorra, ye'll seel”

Barney made a rugh for the rail.

He cleared iL at a bound and reached the deck.

There was no doubt but that he would have tackled Pomp roughly
but for an ineident.

Frank Reade, Jr,, appeared in the eabin door.

“ What is all this?” cried the young inventor, sternly ; * what do
you mean by this kind of work?”

Barney and Pomp melted.

Pomp disconnected the wire, and Barney laid the antlers on the
deck in mute explanation. :

Frank was half tempted to smile, but instead said firmly:

“Don't ever dare to descend without my orders again. There is
great risk in doing so0.”

“ A'right, sah!” said Pomp, gneaking into the pilot-house.

The Air Canoe once more sprang aloft and continued on her journey.

As the days passed now they began to draw rapidly near that region
wher‘i]a Frank believed that he would find the famous Valley of Dia-
monds.

One day with a glass he sighted a distant range of hills and made
a startling statement.

“If Tam right yonder is the Valley of Pythons!"” he declared, * and
that beyond it is the Valley of Diamonds.”

Barney and Pomp were at once all excitement.

Of course they were eager to reach their destination, and the Air
Canoe was put to fall speed.

Soon they passed over a mighty deep gorge between rocky mount-
ain heights and entered a broad valley.
’ 'I“]rile Alr Canoe thus far had performed the journey in rare good
aghion.

Barney now, however, came up from the eabin and gaid:

* Beinbers, Misther Frank, the wather is nigh out of the storage
jars, Shure, wouldn't it be better to fiil thim at wanst?”

“ Why, of course!” cried the young inventor, ¢ It must be dones
once!” :
An alarming ery came from Pomp at this moment.

CHAPTER VIIL.
iN THE PYTHONS' VALLEY.

TaE ery given by Pomp was one of great alarm. 3

But it was not necessary for him to explain his alarm, for the cau
was al once made apparent to the others. E

The Air Canoe had seemed 1o lose its headway and had begun U
sink down to the earth. b

“ We are falling!” cried Frank. * What is the matter?”

He rushed into the dynamo room.

It was easy Lo see.

The dynamos did not work.

What was the trouble?

Frank guessed at once that it was on account of the empty storag
ars, i
J However, no harm could be done il the Air Cance did not strik
the earth too hard. ]

But it seemed to settle gradually.

The rotascopes kept up suflicient motion to steady the ship.

Down went the aerial vessel and rested upon an open space
ground in the verge ol a dense growth of trees.

Here the Air Canoe rested safe and secure. )

With joy Frank saw a deep brook near from which to get water
replenish the jars, b

“ Golly, Marse Frank!” eried Pomp, with wide, open eyes. *We's
jes' in good luck dis time!” -

“ You are right!” agreed Frank; ** but come, there is work for u
all to do, and we must get about it." :

The two faithful sérvitors needed no urging.

A line of hose, connected with a force pump, was led to the wate
of the brook. i

But before water could te pumped, a series of most thrilling ing
dents oceurred.

Barney was at the edge of the brook with the end of the hose.

Pomp was half way to the Air Canoe.

Barney thrust the end of the hose into the brook.

He was wbout to rise when he stepped upon what he thought
long palmetto log.

The Celt’s surprise was beyond expression when the supposed 1o
yielded and suddenly became a squirming, live body. '

)!K great brown body rose in the air and threw itsell into migh
coils. E

“ Tare an’ "ounds!” shrieked the sstounded and terrified Celt, *
is a shnake! Sure it's kilt I am. Help—heip!”

Barney made a dive for the Air Canoe. )
“But tiie huge python, for such it was, threw out a coil and cang
Mm. -

In a trice Barney was lifted from his feet, felt his ribs cracking
saw the snake’s huge jaws over him.

The poor fellow shrieked with terror and despair.

Pomp was so dazed and horrified that he could not act.

But at that opportune moment Frank came on deck.

He saw the sitnation.

At once he eried:

* Keep quiet, Barney, Don’t try to make a move!”

The Celt heard Frank’s voice. B

“Save me, Misther Frank!” he cried. *“ Shure, it's the ind av me

“ Have courage!” shouted Frank, and quick as a flagh he threw
Winchester to his shoulder, E

He knew that it was a fine shot, and that only a chauce of vé
narrow kind would save the Celt.

But he did not hesitate to make it.

He aimed straight at the huge serpent’s head.

Crack!

The bullet sped on its way.

Instantly the tables turned. R

The ball struck the serpent’s head and reduced it to a vulgar fra
tion. Y

There was a convulsive plunge and leap of the coils. Barney
himself freed and sprang away. {

But the headless coils of the snake went twisting away intoap
of bulrushes.

No sooner had it struck the bulrushes, however, when the cla
geemed alive with twisting bodies,

Out into the open shot a huge python,

A second came close behind, and then a third.

Three of the monsters were in the open.

“* Heavens!” gasped Frank. * I never saw such a den of snake

Barney had just elambered aboard the Air Canoe. r

Pomp had his rifle ready and drew aim upon one of the pythons

“ We are indeed in the Python Valley,” cried Frank, * Did}
ever see 80 many snakes before?” )

** Look out dar!” eried Pomp, “1'se jes’ zwine to smash dat:
wif de yaller body!”

Crack!

The darky's rifle spoke.

But hig aim had not been as good as Frank's.

The bullet struck the python but not its head. A

The ball plowed into the reptile’s body and made an ugly wol
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huge serpent, full forty feet in length, reared in the air, hissed

, and started for the Air Canoe,

attack of the python was no light matter to our voyagers.

That huge glistening body weighed enormously and was possessed
ndous strength. »

ghould strike the air-ship fall til$ the eflect might be serious.

Al three of the explorers sprang for the cabin.

hing in, they flung the door shut.

uk barred it.

p well knew the danger. :

ny of the pythons came aboard of the Air Canoe, there was no

but that a bloody battle must ensue.

nk rushed to a porthole and fired another shot at the oncoming

it did not check it.
n came the python like a veritable thunderbolt.
truck the air-ship’s rail with o sheek which shook it from stem

n.
three of the inmates of the cabin were thrown from their feet.

pank was at the porthole quickly though, and fired point blank at

reptile.

The shot told.

The monster’s backbone was disintegrated, and it lay upon the deck

able to move.

S Whurroo!” eried Barpey. ** Shure it's oursilves as kin lick the
"

But Frank Reade, Jr., gave a gasping cry.
HMy God!” he cried. ** Will you see them come? How many of
@ repliles are there, anyway?” :
here was good cause for the young inventor’s exclamation.
jom the bulrushes, from a elump of trees near the mountain side
from & jungle near, fully half n score of the pythons had appeared.
of them were of enormous size.
ey seemed 10 have been attracted by the rifle shots.
sitnation was a thrilling one,
i My soul!” gasped Fraunk, ** there is no doubt but that we are in
lley of the pythons!”
renlized that Jasper White had not enlarged upon the truth
The position of our voyagers was now a most serious one.
In order to leave the spot the storage jurs must be replenished.
fo do this it was necessary to procure water.
p get water one of them must venture from the cabin.
his it seemed most dangerons to do. What was to be done?
nk renlized that they were likely to be kept here an indefinite

iod,

& hall-score of the monster pythons was no light obstacle for them

face.

l'o venture from the eabin seemed almost certain death.
something had got to be done and at once, !

lime was rapidly slipping away, and darkness would soon be at

‘In vain the young inventor tried to conjure up a plan.

"The pythons came about the Air Canoe, hissing savagely, and seem-
jgly longing Lo get at the inmates.

ST don't think we will venture out,” said Frank, as if talking to
o snakes. * By the way, Barney, did you place the end of the Liose
‘the brook?”

¢ I did, yer kin bet,” replied Barney.

i Then we ought to be able to get water,” said Frank, brusquely.
@ young inventor boldly risked a turn at the pump on deck.

ter came, aud Frank caused several bucketsful Lo be carried into
cahin,

me of the jars were filled.

t yet there was not enough of the subtle force to operate the Air
noe's machinery.

o by this time the pythons had seen Frank, and seemed disposed
attack him,

nk was obliged to retire to the cabin again.

at was to be done?

1t was useless to think of a wholesale glaughter of the snakes.

This would have been an undertaking of a gigantic sort.

Had it been a pack of wolves, or tigers even, it would not have been
ult to terrify them and drive them. away.

{ the snakes knew nothing of the word fear.

They came swarming about the Air Canoe in vast, squirming

3.

veral of them crawled across the deck.

eir tremendous weight made the joints of the aerial vessel creak

uid strain sorely.

i Bejubers, av yez cud get a chance, Misther Frank, it wud be a
thing to give ’em the contints av the dynamite gun!”

You're right, Barney!” agreed Frank, “*but I don't see the
ml!l

Shure, nv we cud only git up enufl av a curtent aither, we moight

thim a bit av o shoek!”

You're right!” eried Frank.
to do that.” -

¢ Bagorra, let's thry it.”

All right, Barney!”

t before they could make a move to do this a loud ery came from

“ I think we can generate enongh by

8]1. Marse Frank!” cried the darky. ¢ Fo' de Lor’ sakes wud yo
come yar. Here am de funniest ting yo’ ebber seel”
Frank Reade, Jr., loat po time in obeyirg.

He sprang to the lodphole ut which Pomp stood.

The darky gave way Lo him.

Frank gazed Lhrough the loopkole and beheld one of the strangest
sights Le had ever peen in his life,

CHAPTER VIIL
THE GORILLA.

It was truly a strange sight which the young inventor beheld.

The air was filled with a strange squealing noise.

The pythons seemed all in a state of unrest and excitement,

Those on the air-ship’s deck glided ofl, and Frank was astounded to
see soma of them making for the cover of the jungle pcst haste.

The explanation of this, however, was cloge at hand.

Ilnt.u the clearing there had swung a vast herd of curious little ani-
mals.

Tl:aﬂ looked very much like pigs, but ran like squirrels over the
ground,

Frank knew at once what they were.

He understood all.

They were peccaries.

These curious little animals are a terror in their way.

Woe to the luckless traveler or animal who geta in their path when
once they start to run.

The peccary is of the swine family, and these are all known as the
implacable enemy of the snake.

The huge pythons were no objects of terror to the peccaries.

No python was ever yet known to crush a peccary in it8 folds.

The little animals are too spry and agile and have such fearful razor
like tusks that they would make mince meat of a snake instanter.

Frank Reade, Jr., knew this well. ‘

30 when he saw the peccaries coming he knew their siege was at an
end.

Down into the clearing came the peccaries.

There seemed a thousand of them in the drove,

Nothing could stand before them,

Such of the pythons a8 stood their ground met a swift fate.

In less than two minutes after the peccaries had struck the snake
searcely a vestige of it could be seen anywhere,

With their fearful sharp jaws they had torn the reptiles to pieces
with the swiltness and ease of a mince meat chopper.

Down through the glade went the flying peccariea.

In a twinkling they were ont of sight.

But not a python was lef on the scene,

The peccaries had cleaned them out eompletely.
wonderful gight, and the spectators never forgot it.

« Whurroo!” ecried Barney. ** Did iver yez see the loikes av that?
Shu{e thim little pigs are jist loike the koind that run wild in ould Ire-
land!"

« Easy, Barney!” said Frank, with a laugh; *‘but come, let us get
out of this infamouns place.”

« Dat am what I say, Marse Frank,” cried Pomp.

The darky rushed out on deck and began work with the pump.

Barney joined him, and in a short while the jars were filled.

Soon the dynamos were once more working, and all was in readi-
ness to start.

Frank lost no time.

He had no degire to stay longer in the valley of the pythons.

“ The diamond valley next!” he cried.

The Air Ship rose once more into the air.
thon valley went the air-ship. .

Very goon the entrance to the valley beyend was reached.

It was a deep pass between high walls of stone.

The air-ship passed over it and hovered over the Valley of Dia-
monds.

At last the Mecea of their pilgrimage had been reached. The voy-
agers were eager to begin work.

There certainly was a large stream which flowed through the val-
ley.

By other points Frank also recognized it as the spot for which they
had been searching.

The young inventor viewed the scene with varied emotions.

« Tndeed!” he execlaimed; ** it is just such a spot as I should have
imagined for a diamond mine!”

 Begorra, it luks to me very much loike a howling wilderness,”
asserted Barney.

« Of course!” agreed Frank; ¢ but it is in just a wilderness that
precious stones and minerals are found. Look at the Kimberly mines,
for example,”

Barney said no more.

Trank decided upon a spot to land, and the air-ship slowly seltled
down upon the earth.

It was o level spot not far from the stream.

Thig latter was quite a torrent, rushing down over roeks ut a rapid
rate,

« Now for work!” cried Frank, as he emerged from the cabin with
a pick-ax aad light spade. ** Come, Barney and Pomp, let us see
how true this story of the existence of diamonds is.”

« All right, sor,” cried Barney.

Both followed Frank over the rail.

The Air Canoe was securely anchored.

There was little chance for it to get away, and the young inventor
felt safe enongh in leaving it.

The rail had been cleverly charged with electricity.

It had been a

Down through the py-
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Any one venturing to ¢lamber aboard would certainly meet with a
hot reception.
ml.’,:u-lznray and Pomp now had the diamond fever fully as bad as Frank
mself.
A few moments later they stood upon the bank of the stream.
Frank descended to the water’s edge, and taking up o haudfal of
the soil, began to examine it.
Evidently satisfied as to its character he began to dig into the

ank.
Every little pebble was closely examined.
Suddenly Frank picked up what looked like an ordinary pebble.
He struck it sharply against the corner of his shovel.
The result was that the outer crust was diplaced.
A brilliant light was disclosed, and in o lash Frank saw that be had
discovered a beautiful specimen,
Of course it was impossible to judge as to its water yet.,
This could enly be determined after treatment by the lapidary.
“ Golly, I jes' reckon I mus’be de nex’ lucky man!” cried Pomp.
¢ Bejubers, ye'll have to worruk thin, naygur!” cried Barney.
With this all fell to work in lusty fushion.
But the next half hour's digging bronght ns frait,
It occurred to Frank as not a bad idea to change the locality.
Accordingly he startea up with that purpose,
But as he glanced over the edge of the bunk toward the Air Canoe
he beheld a thrilling spectacle.
“ (Great heavens!” he gasped, “ what do you eall that?’
“ Phwat’s that ye say?” cried Barney, starting up.
Troly it was a thrilling sight which met their gaze.
Crossing the open space between them and the Air Canoe was a
creature of most extraordinary appearance.
It had the form of a human being, with tremendous proportions and
huge, hairy body.
Its long arms reached to its knees, and it earried a heavy sapling in
its right hand.
“ A gorillal” gagped Frank.
*t Bejabers, ye're roighy!” cried Baraey.
“‘Golly! I neber seed de likes ob dat alo’ in all mah life!” cried Pomp
in utter amazement,
o But Frank was considering their chances for reaching the Air
anoe.
They seemed to him very slight.
He knew that a collision with the gorilla was inevitable and must be
no light afair.
Barney flung Lis rifle to his shoulder.
“ Begorra, 1'll sphile the beauty av him!" he cried.
But Frank put a band on his rifle barrel.
“ Hold on!” he eried, sternly.
“« Howld on, is it, sor? cried the astonished Celt.
phwy should I howld on?"
“It won't do to shool.”
““ An' phwy not, sor?”’
“* Nothing would be gained by it.
for a bullet at this distancel”
“Shuare ye don’t mane itl”
“Yes, Ido.”
Barney reluctantly lowered his rifle.
“* Phwativer shall we do, Misther Frank?” he agked.
“ Keep quiet for a while!” sald Frank, with discernment.
may thank our lucky stars if we escape aun attack by the brute.”
Barney had no more to say.
Pomp all the while had been watelhing the creature with wonder-
ment.
The gorilla seemed wrapped in astonished contemplation of the
Air Canoe.
To its primitive mind the invention of eivilized beings must have
Indeed been an object of wonderment.
The brate leaned upen its staff & moment contemplatively.
Then it uttered a frizghtful roar.
Whirling the stout sapling aloft he flung it with terrific force straight
at the air-ship.
It struck the rail with such force as to be splintered in fragments.

“ An’ shure, sor,

The creature’s hide is too tough

“We

«« Begorra, wud yez luk at the muscle av the baste!” cried Barney."

** Shure he's as sthrong us an ox.”

« Strong!” eried Frank. * Why, I tell you the Brazilian gorilla can
fell an elephant. The lion i3 no maleh for his powerful arms.”

The gorilla, now evidently satistied a8 to the non-oflensive charae-
ter of the air-ship, advanced toward it.

Frank now smiled.

11 the brute should chanee to come in contact with the rail it would
be interesting to note the result.

The stronzest man could not resist the electric eurrent.

It was hardly likely that the gorilla could. But Frank watched with
greal inlerest.

The beast approached the Air Canoe cautiounsly,

Then slowly it reached up and grasped the rail.

The result was thrilling ns well as extremely comical.

For once in its life the gorilla encountered a force greater than its
ow.
" As though it were but a puppet the huge brate wag hurled back
with such foree that it turned a counple of desperate somérsaults.

A more astonished unimal than that gorilla when it recovered itself
was seldom geen.

In spite of the peril so cloge upon them, the voyagers could not re-
frain from a hearty laugh.

The gorilla heard it, and turning about saw Barney's head "
above the river bank, 3
With a roar of wrath the beast started for him.

CHAPTER IX.
THE NATIVE VILLAGE.

Tog situation was now to say the least alarming.

Barney gave a yell and ducked s head. ;

«Och hone, the bloody baste 18 afther us, Misther Frank!™ I
cried. ** Shure it's kilt we'll all be!” ;
1t was indeed a terrilying sight to see the huge monster bearin
downjupon them 8o savagely. g

Barney was well justified in his terror.

He and Pomp crouched close beside I'rank in abject terror.

But the young inventor was as cool as au icicle.

He drew back the hammer of his rifle and said, sternly: J

« Stop your foolishness! Be men now! When I givethe word fitel!

This re-assurad the two gervitors greatly and they complied,

Truly the gorilla was a fearful object to look at. ¢

The monster's jaws were raeking with blood and foam,

Its eyes were staring wide with [ury, and its long, powerful arm
were flercely beating the air.

Straight for the three men the huge gorilla made. 3

Should he reach them and get his grip upon them, it was donbtfu)
if enough of their bodies could be found in a short time to make!
funeral over.

Loud, snarling cries burst from the ereature’s mouth.

The next moment it was within a few yards of Lhe edge of the bank

It was a criticul moment, '

Now or never. .

Frank Reade, Jr., drew aim and then cried, in a shaking voice:

“Now, boys, let him have it!” :

Crack—ack!

The pieces blended in one explosion. o

Every bullet went true to the mark. The monstrous beast's hide o
that short range could not withstand the bullets from the dead]
Winchesters. {

The monster fell in a heap.

Death was Inatantaneous.

But the beast was not ten feet from Frank Reade, Jr.

It was a deeidedly close call for the young inventor.

With a shiver Frank drew himself up. Barney let out a triumphang

ell.

Yo Bejubers, we spiled him that toime fer shurel” le ¢
¢ Shure, I thonght we was all goners, be me sowl!"” h

“rg was a close one,” admitted Frank. ** Bul a miss is as good @
a mile.

““ You'se jes'right, Marse Frank,” agreea Pomp.

All now gathered around the mighty brute and surveyed him,

It was donbtful if human eyes had ever before beheld a larger speg
men of the gorilla. 3

Now that the danger was over the spirits of all arose,

They would no doubt have returned Lo the diamond diggings but
an incident,

A sharp cry escaped from Frank Reade, Jr.

« Heavens, that looks squally!” -

At that moment, from a clump of trees not one hundred yards (i
tant, another gorilla had appeared. . L

He was scarcely inferior in gize to the first. 3

To Frank’s horror and amazement another appeared behind him.

In fact, in a few seconds half a dozen ol the monsters appeared i

view.
l{was a thrilling situation.
To stay where they were was wholly out of the question.
Teo regain the air-ship was at once an instant necessity. There w
certainly not a moment to lose. N
The consequences could be easily foreseen, should the gorillg
‘chance to get there first.
There was no doubt but that they would tear the Air Canoe all i
pieces. :
Barney and Pomp saw this as well as Frank.
“ (olly!” cried Pomp. ** I done fink we don’ want no part ob de
chaps.” 3
“You're right!” cried Frank. * Break for the Canoe. Lose 1
time!"” i
The gorillas seeming to divine the fact that one of their numbe
had been killed, uttered vengeful cries and came forward on the ra
Their strides were long and loping.
Had the distance been greater they would .surely have overtake
the fugitives.
But as it was they reached the Air Canoe first.
Barney rushed into the pilot-house and threw the lever over.
Two of the gorillas reached the rail of the Air Canoe. E.
In throwing open the lever, Barney had also siut off the curre
which connected with the rail, h
8o when the gorillas struck the rail they were not repelled b
hung on grimly. k
The air-ship leaped into space, and the gorillas were one hand
feet in the air clinging to the air-ship’s rail in a twinkling. A
Pomp, who saw the danger of their climbing aboard, seized a hateli
He rushed to the rail. 2

In another moment the gorillas would have drawn themsel
aboard the air-ship. ;
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p brought the hatchet mercilessly down upon their tingers.
Liriek the two monsters relaxed their hold and went down
Lo the earth.
tothe rail to see the result.
ck the earth in o heap and lay there.
gufe enough to nzsume that they had been instantly killed.
¢ now checked the upward Night of the air-ship.

Canoe now hung over the Valley of Diamonds motionleas.
g fally a thousand feet from the earth. »
was to be done?
was a perplexed look in Frank Reade, Jr,’s eyes,
g, I'm thinkin’ they’ll be afther havin' a hot reception fer
down there agin.” averred Barney.
lag could be seen far below, etalking about and apparent-
i excited state.

1t would not do to ulight in that spot again.
this moment Frank Reade, Jr., detected a startling sight at
end of the valley.
oly elevated full two hundred feet abuve the level of the val-
a vast hody of water.

a broad lake, and the stream which coursed through the dia-
ey geemed to be the overflow.

a matter of only transient interest, however,
the: shore of the lake there was a vast collection of native

od, it was the largest native settlement yet encountered, and
erited the name of city.

iwere fully two thounsand of the thatehed huts,

natives themselves could be seen lounging about or engaged in
8 ocenpations,

‘was much surprised at this evidence of human life in the
of guch o fearful wild region.

however, was inclined to make the accuaintance of these

to him that he eould make them of geod service to him.
lous question arose.

y friendly ?

puld only be determined by making a test.

therefore, decided to descend and make a parley.

ra, how do we know but they're gorillas loike the others?”
ney.

ga!" exclaimed Frank.
lower the ship.”

ht, sor.”

was never the one to disobey.

r Canoe was propelled forward the necessary distance and then
10 descend,

it settled, and now the natives in the village saw It.

acl was thrilling.

eatesl excitement seemed to take possession of them,

ld be seen rushing hither and thither in the wildest of con-

““ Go ahead the necessary distance

sarance of the air-ship to them must have had a superstitious

grorrn, we've scared the loife out av thim already!” cried Bar-
peared at the rail and held, up his hands as a token of am-
astonisbed and terrified natives,

ship settled down upon a clear spot, and within a few yards
LT, »

did not fear attack, for he rightly counted upon the terror of
g for protec.ion,

ves retrented to the cover of their huts, and for a time seem-
0 come out.

il by degrees their courage and confidence returned.

fventured to descend from the Air Canoe’s deck and went
imong the huts,

arried in his hands presents of various trinkets which he threw
@ hut doors.

I8 way he succeeded in gaining his ends.

ives, seeing that he was, after all, & buman being, flesh
like themselves, gradually jregained their conlidence and
I

v seemed to make a friendly acquaintance with the ex-

i

Frank could not say that he was [favorably impressed with

ere giants in stature, with features of a repulsive type.
foreheads showed intellect of the lowest type, and their
ck eyes seemed to indicate a murderous temperament,
this was the impression received by the young inventor.
ng events proved it to be wholly correct also.

learned by sign talk that the savages regarded the Valley of
as a sacred valley.

pod in deadly terror of the pythons and the gorillas.

b geemed that these never veniured upon the upper land, which
L re-nssuring statement,

g0 lenrned by sign talk that they were not the first white
had visited the place.

af of the tribe led him to a row of tall stakes upon the top of
of which there was a skull.

an

it was the skull of & Caucasian, and there were fourteen

Frank's fears were verified at once, and a thrill of horror seized

im.

These natives were the very tribe of whom be had been told who
lmld murdered the previous visitors, only one escaping to tell the
tale.

CHAPTER X.
TREACHERY OF THE NATIVES.

Toe effect of this discovery upon the young inventor may well be
imagined.

His first inclination was to turnabout and visit vengeance upon the
assassing.

This he could easily Lhave done with his dynamite gun.

But upon second thought he refrained from go doing,

And then he committed a breach of good judgment,

Thinking to impress the wretches with the power of his invention,
he took' four of the rascals aboard tbe air-ship.

It was a great mistake.

Their keen eyes and shrewd natnres took in everything.

The electric eurrent, which Frank exhibited to them, was In their
estimation but a trick.

They considered the voyagzers as no more than they were themselves
—human beings—and the cuplidity of the savage was aroused at once,

Right then and there the determination seized them to take pos-
session of the Air Canoe, .

Frank never committed a greater breach of diseretion in his life.

He saw it when too late.

The first and natural trick of the desigring savages was to profess
friendship.

They came around the air-ship in a friendly manner, and Barney
and Pomp bartered articles with them for small diamonds which the
natives declared came [rom the sacred valley.

Of course our adventurers were only too glad of the opportunity to
procure the precious stones so cheaply.

But they did not dream of the cragh so near at hand.

TFor two days the voyagers remained at the native village,

Then Frank began to think of paying a visit again to the diamond
valley.

The chiefl ugsured him that the diamonds were to be procured no-
where else.

Then he took Frank to the outlet of the lnke.

Here a startling gight was reveal i,

A long natural flume led down iato the valley.

AL its upper end, what seemed like a precarious collection, served
alone Lo hold back the waters of the lake.

The chief grinned when Frank remarked this.

The savages seemed eager enough Lo engage in the pursuit of dia-
mond bunting at this upper end of the valley.

The other end was where the gorillag were to be encountered, and
nothing would induce them to go there.

Frauk considered this all natural enough, and did not demur.

Arrangements were made to begin work the next day.

Early the next morning Frank saw the chief and a dozen of the na-
tives approaching.

They came boldly onto the air-ghip’s deck.

Trank was surprised at this action.

Barney was in the eabin and Pomp was on the forward deck.

The chief made signs as if to speak with Frank.

The young inventor drew near.

Quick as a flugh the ehiel made a sign to his men, and they were
upon Frank like human wolves.

The young inventor was crushed to the deck instantly.

In a flagh of time he was a prisoner in the power of the natives.

A sensation of horror swept over him.

Too late he saw his folly.

Pomp was overtaken the next moment by the natives.

He was also overpowered.

But Barney had seen the danger just in time and was quick Lo act.

He darted into the eabin and closed the door belind him.

There was s bolt which he shot into place.

Tie natives dashed their weight againet it, but in vain.

The windows were iron barred, and they could not euter that way. '§

Barney was safe,

‘“ Begorra, Misther Frank!” he cried, ‘‘phwativer shall Ido? If I
come out to help ye, they'll grab me too!”

“ Tuarn the lever, Barney!” cried Frauk, with quick thought.

Swift as a flash Barney complied.

It was certainly the best move under the cireumstances.

He turned the lever.

With a great whir and rush the rotascopes began to revolve, and
up shot the Air Canoe.

5 Fp like a flash, and in a twinkling the earth was a thousand feet
elow.

The!eﬂ'ecl; upon the natives was just what might have been ex-
pected.

The gensation was a new and startling one to them.

They became seized with a panic, and rushed to the rail.

Frank and Pomp were both left free and uninjured.

Barney flang open the eabin door, and both rushed in.

The natives meanwhile were clntehing the rail with chattering teeth
and wildest terror.

“ Begorra. we fooled the spalpeens that toime!” eried Barney.

“You're right!” agreed Frank, ‘* but it was a close cail!”
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« Tt was that, sor! Shure phwat will be the next move I'd loike to
know?”

' jes’ fink I would dump de rascals overb'd,” eried Pomp.

But Frank was of o more humane turn of mind.

Despite the fact that they had meant to take his life, he could not
bear :he idea of such wholesale slanghter.

« No!” he eaid, finally. * I have something better!”

¢ Shure I don't see Gow there kin be apythin' betther,” said Barney.

i Well, you will gee it!” said Frank, curtly.

« Divil a bit, gor.”

Frank went into the pilot-house.

He lowered the Air Canoe until It hung over the diamond valley.

Then he let the ship down until within a dozen feet of the ground
where the dead gorillas lay.

The woods were now seen to be full of the live gorillas, and with
savage cries they now rushed toward the air-ship.

The natives had hesn constrained to leap overboard.

But now they paused in warrantable terror.

There was certainly good cause.

Fraok threw open the door of the cabin and motioned to them to

leap.

put they still elung to the rail in abject terror.

“Be me sowl, they don’t loike the medicine at all—at alll” cried
Barney.

« I don't fink dey does,” said Pomp.

“ fix them!” gritted Frank.

He turned a lever, which sent the full force of the current into the
rail.

The eflect was laughabla as well as tragical.

The savages were hurled over the rail like puppets.

Striking the ground they regained their feet and rushed away like
frightened deer.

But the gorillas were abont them.

Frank raised the Air Canoe lifty feet and watched the scene.

It was a thrilling one.

The savages were hemmed in upon all sides but one.

This was the swift current of the river.

In their desperation they started for it.

But three of them reached it.

The others were overtaken by the gorillas and instantly strack dead,
their bodies being carried-away into the forest.

Three of the savages swam the stream and escaped.

Barney was itching to pick them off with his Winchester, but
Frank said:

“ Give them their lives. They have well earned liberty.”

To resume intercourse with the villagers was now out of the ques-
tion.

What was to be done?

“ Upon my word!” exclaimed Frank, ‘‘I don’t wonder that the
wealth in this valley has never been carried awny. Its dangers are
legion,”

Thers seemed no other way but to wage a war of extermination
against the gorillas.

This would be no light task.

Frank reckoned that there were hundreds of them in the woods ard
caves abount.

Somehow there was something "positively sickening about Killing
the brates, they so strongly resembled a human being.

But Frank had nigh made up his mind to begin the batile when he
caught sight of a thrillicg object.

From the direction of tae upper end of the valley dense clouds of
smoke were arisiug.

What did it mean?

It was certainly fire.

“ What on earth is it?" cried the young inventor.

« Begorra, it's a foire!” vouchsafed Burney, explicitly.

“ Yes, but what is burning?”

“ Shure, it'll not take yez long fer to find oat.”

* You're right.”

Frark sprang into the ¢abin and turned the rotascope lever.

The Air Canoe shot up higher.

Then the full explanation was easy to be seen.

The whole native village was in flames, It was a tremendous con-
flagration.

 They are burning up!” eried Frank. ¢ What does it mean?”

« Shure, Misther Frank, let us take a luk in at thim an’ see.”

AL right.”

Frank started the Air Canoe alead.

In a very few moments a full explanation wag accorded the voy-

agers.
g:; battle was in progress upon the lake shore.

The nativea had been surprised and attacked by a war party of the
deadly Mazootas, as Frank gnessed them to be.

It was certainly a savage battle in progress there.

The Air Canoe hung over the scene.

Its appearnnce, however, did not check the conflict.

Indeed the participants seemed to fight harder than ever.
vantage seemed upon the Mazootag® side,

*On me worrnd, Oi think it's the bist thing we kin do is to let thim
ate ench other up av they will,” cried Barney,

“ You're right!” agreed Frank, ¢ We will not mix in the fray."

It wonld have been easy work for Frank with the electric gun to
have decided the contest for either side.

The ad

But as he had declared, he had no preference.
little interest to him which side won.

The Muzootas were avowed enemiea to the whites. ..

So that really it was of little concern to the voyagers. [II
hands were extinguished it would be the very best thing that cou
d :

It was a mall

one,
But it was indeed exciting to witness the battle, which was a
one.

CHAPTER XI.
THE FLOOD,

Tre Mazootas certainly seemed to be the best fighters. ;

They forced their enemies back to the very verge of the diam
valley. X

The descent here was a steep one, and if they were forced o
the loss of life would be large.

The natives fought desperately.

But they had not their chief with them to direct them.

He had fallen a victim to the vengeance of the gorillas,

Hotter waxed the fight.

Finally the natives were driven down into the sacred valley,

Here they made o bold stand, and alded by some uneven grol
held the Mazootas at bay.

Bat the latter did not seem to preas the fizht so hard now.

Indeed, their purpose was a far deeper one and meant the @
mination of the foe at one fell blow.

How they brought this about was quickly seen.

A number of them rushed to the head of the lume. '

It seemed that it was u well-known fact to the natives that but
log kept the lake back from (looding the valley.

The parting of this gingle log would allow the debris to fall, ag
lake would leap from i18 imprisonment,

BEven Frank Reade, Jr., had not discovered that fact.

But the Mazootas had got hold of it in gome way.

Trank saw their purpose when it was too late Lo prevent it,

1f he could have prevented it he would certainly have done &
many important reasons. .

The most importaut was the fact that the valley would be so flat
that it would be out of question to even work the diamond diggl

But it was too late. :

«« My soul!” eried Frank. * It is good-bye to our diamonds no

Barney and Pomp uttered a great cry.
= Then a loud and sullen roar rose upon the air. i
The Mazoolas had liberated the lake, and it was on its fearful
down the flume. .

The natives in the vaHey realized this, and ran shrieking for
heights.

But they never reached them.

Down into the Valley of Diamonds surged the tremendous avaly
of water.

In a resistless volume it raced to the farthest end.

There was no outlet there.

The lake was held imprisoned. !

It had merely exchanged one bed for another.

The two miles of wild valley was in less than fifteen minutes t
formed into a mighty body of water. o

Buried now forever were the treasures of the diamond valley,

Nobody would ever know just what treasures were buried ther
what was the real worth of the diggings.

Our adventurers gazed spellbound upon the impressive scene
] The Mozootas were holding orgies upon the ruius of their fog
age. s
"{'Our quest is ended!” cried Frank, with a shade of disappolnt
in his voice. * The diamond valley and its wealth is burled

+ Golly! dat am a suttin’ fac’!” cried Pomp. *‘ But look

The darky pointed to the dry bed of the lake.

“Don’ yo' g'pose dar am diamonds to be found dar?” he aske

+ Bejabers, mebbe the naygur be right,” said Barney, scratchin

Seens,

head.

Buat Frank looked incredulous,

However, he gaid:

“ Well, we will take a look about and see,
to rid ourselves of those flends below.”

The young inventor went forward and thrust a dynamite carle
into the pnenmatic gun. j
1 He was in just the mood to give the barbarian Mazootasa
asson.

{la inclined the muzzle of the gun downward and drew back the
valve.

Down went the projectile with lightning speed.

It struck the center of a group of barbarians.

Ina flash the air was fllled with debris, and in mad terror
of looters fled incontinently.

Another projectile sent after them effectually warned them

Then Frank allowed the Air Canoe Lo settle down over the
of the lake bed.

In places the water yet stood in pools.

But there were wide stretches of sand and gravel.

Upon one of these Frank allowed the Alr, Canoe to rest.

Then preparations were made for exploring the bed of the

Frank was deseending the gang.ladder when suddenly a glit
object in the sand attracted his attention.

Bat the first U
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WA Io dnzzling in its radiance that a great ery escaped ni®
soul! here is a diamond the first thing, What a beauty."”
the sand Frank picked a diamond fully the size of his thumb-

a magnificent stone and worth many thousand dollara.
mng inventor was delighted. ]

rrah!” he cried.  ** Perhaps we have exchanged old diggings
v and better ones,”

and Pomp viewed the stone with admiration and wonder-

the Celt exclaimed:

'-_mha marrud, Barney O'Shea, ye're not emart, or ye'll foind the

0 that.”

ope you may!"” langhed Frank.

e search began.

it strange to say, it proved a futile one.

vo «days the dinmond hunters remained in the bed of tha lake.

{ not even the emallest kind of a precious stone was found.

inally they abandoned the quest in despair.

I8 1t posgible!” cried Frank Reade, Jr., in dismay.
o we are to fina?”

Iuks that way, sor!” said Barney.

! ink dat de water hab covered up de mos’ valuable ob de
ds!" cried Pomp. ** We'se not in it!”
Phwat's that—the wather!” interrogated:roguish Barney.
ut up, yo' good fo' nuffin' I'ishman! Don’ yo' gib me no sass!”
g might have followed a ruction for this, but a stern look from
ik stopped it.
‘have no time for fooling,” he declared. ‘‘ Let us make one
parch, and then if not successful we will leave here.”
ht, sah,” agreed Pomp. ;
eed Frank was in earnest, and very shortly they would have
lling away on a new course had not a peculiar accident hap-
Barney.
ly a loud ghriek of alarm was heard.
and Pomp both turning beheld a startling sight.
up to his neck in a muck hole, was Barney.
dl, it looked as if he would surely disappear from sight alto-

*Is this the

urge it was a dangerous position.

was great danger that the muck might suffocate him, and
new this well.

icked up the long handled rake with which he had been rak-
the sand.

Id on, Barney!" ha cried. I am coming!”

‘gpite of his peril the Irishman’s wit did not forsake him.

Bhnre, phwativer will I howld on to, sor?” he cried.

frank threw the rake Landle ncross the muck hole and eriod:
ow your arms across that!”

quickly obeyed,

did support him and right well too.
pe for o rope.

s was brought and fastened under Barney's arms, and he was

Pomp went back to the

@ was indeed a comical-looking sight.

‘head to foot he was nothing but one mass of slime and mud.
juired some time and work for the Celt to clean himsell up.

0 he had at length succeeded, Pomp and Frank returned from
quest, and the latter said:

of no use. We will leave this spot at oncel”

ag decided flrst to make a journey around the Valley of
now occupied by the lake,

and Frank performed this feat, Pomp remaining behind to
Air Canoe,

o explorers met with a number of thrilling experiences.

they resisted an attack by a number of prowling Mazootas.
nother time they narrowly missed an encounter with a gorilla,
y one of Lhe survivors of the flood.

k looked in vain for some trace of diamonds.

was not successful.

riferous soil in which they are usually found seemed to have
lly confined to the flooded valley.
no use,” Frank finally concluded. ‘‘Fate has snatched the
could not feel that the quest had been a bontless one.
diamond he had found in the lake was a small Kohinoor for
and value.

quite a number of others of medium quality, obtained
natives.

decided al once to leave the region of the diamond valley.

a lated loeality,” he declarad. ¢ See what a horrible secene
0 lag covered up. A whole tribe swept away in a moment of

Frank made up his mind to do a thing, he rarely lost time in

gor, is it home we'll go from here?’ asked Barney.
replied I'rank.
e thin, sor?”
he Rio Negro is not far from here. I think we will strike that
it down to the Amazon. From there to Rio Janeiro, a trip
coast anid then home,” -

'and Pomp were delighted with this decision.

They had not ad yet seen enough of Brazil, and were anxious for
new adventores,

Their desires were destined to be gratified before many days.

Thrilling adventures were at hang.

The air-ship left the diamond valley the next day, and thus ended
the quest for the great wealth there buried.

But we will not Lake leave of onr adventurers for another chapter,
in whieh will be detailed the dire calamities and the great perils which
overtook them belore they reached the mouth of the Amazon.

CHAPTER XII.
DOWN THE AMAZON—A CATASTROPHE.

Tae Air Canoe set out upon its course down the Rio Negro.

Many wonderful sights were seen as the Air Canoe continued on its
way.

Vast forests of dye.woods were passed over, of mahogany ard rose-
wood, of oak and cypress.

Jungles and swamps intervaled, and uplands came inturn; and
mighty ebains of lakes and wide, sluggish rivers added to the variety
of the scene.

The voyagers never tired of watching it all.

What mattered it to them if the jungle beneath was the haunt of
the ﬂwuge tiger, the poisonous serpent or other deadly beasts aud
reptiles,

They were secure on the deck of the air-ship, and could laugh to
scorn any of these mighty perils.

For some days the course of the Rio Negro was followed.

Frank was mnch averse to traveling at night, so, when darkness
approsched, he generally managed to find & good spot to descend and
camp.

Many rare and eurious things were secured at such times.

Barney had secured o handsome white monkey, and Pomp had a
collection of heautiful plumaged birds.

hSOmeLimes al night the wolves would come howling about the air-
ship.

But our adventurers were always secure in the eabin,

Oceasionally Barney or Pomp would be tempted to give them a
shot, whieh would make them seatter,

Thus the travelers kept on until the conjunetion of the Rio Negro
with the Amazon was reached.

And now they bekeld before them a region which was not by any
means in comparison with that left behind.

5 Tlim swamps were Len times Lhicker, the jungles larger, the forests
arker.

For two days they followed the course of the mighty river.

It graduoally grew broader, and in places was only to be compared
with o vast inlan:! sea.

Bat the third day aflter reaching the Amazown the water tanks gave
signs of giving out.

Frank decided to descend upon a sort of wooded peninsula, which
jutted out into the river.

The place seemed free from wild beasts, and well situated for a stop-
ping place.

The air-ship descended and rested upon a clear spot.

Near by were several massive mahogany trees.

It was in the latter part of the afternoon, and as it seemed such an
admirable place to stop, Frank decided to camp,

At once Barney made a fire, and Pomp going a litlle way into the
woods, shot an antelope.

But the darky upon the return to eamp crossed a well-beaten path.

lIL might have been made by wild beasts on their way to a walering
place.

But a deadly fear struck the darky.

He reckoned, and not without reason, that the path had been made
by human beings.

“Golly!” he muttered, *‘Ijes’ fink I tell Marse Frank 'bout dat,
fo' mebbe he would like to know.”

So Pomp did so.

Frank listened with surprise.

“ Why, that is queer!” he exclaimed, 1 would take my oath that
we are miles from any native settlement.”

However, taking his rifle, Frank went back to examine the path.

He gave a start at firse sight of it.

He followed it carefully into the woods for some ways.

Suddenly he came to a little woodland stream.

In the soft goil upon its bank he saw the imprint of a foot.

It was the bare footprint of a human being.

All doubt was settled.

Frank started to go back to the ecamp.
far when a thrilling incident occurred.

He was passing a copse, when he heard a a strange rustling
sound which set his nerves tingling.

It was not the first time he had heard that sound.

Well he knew what was the cause of it.

He saw the flash of two diamond-like eyes in the brush, and made
quick action.

He slung his rifle over his shoulder, and grasping the branches of a
tree drew himselfl up among them.

The occupant of the copse was a huge python.

Frank knew the futility of trymng to beat a retrest.

Or even to remain upon the ground.

Should the terrible coils of the python once envelope him be knew
well his fate would be sealed.

But he had not proceeded
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There was but one hope and this was to eseape them.
e knew that by climbing the tree the python would be taken at a
disadvantage, for the huge snakes are not good tree climbers.
At about twenty feet from the ground Frank halted.
He unslung his rifle and watehed his foe warily.
But to his astonishment the monater did not attaek him.
To the contrary it gave a prodigious hiss and lunging out of the
copse started away like the wind.
The speed of the monster was something frightful.
Frank felt the wind of its huge, brown body as it swept under the
Lrea beneath Lim.
Straight toward the location of the Air Canoe went the monster.
Frank shivered for Barney and Pomp.
He fired a shot after the python.
But this was intended more ag a warning for Barney and Pomp.
Then the young inventor leaped down out of the tree.
He knew that there was need for immediale action.
He did not hesitate a moment.
Away in pursuit after the python he ran.
A few moments later he heard the report of rifles and a terrible
commotion.
« My soul!" he gasped, *' the monster has reached the Air Cunoe!’
And he ran faster.
Now he came in sight of the eamp. The scene there was a thrill-
ing one, and nigh paralyzed Frank with horror.
“ My God!” he groaned, I fear that 18 the end of Pomp!”
The monster python had the darky in its terrible coils.
Barney lay hall ingensible npon the groand near,
Pomp was catting and slashing away with his knife with all his
gtrength.
The blood was spurting in actual torrents from the python’s body.
But the snake's folds were drawing tighter, and it was striking
Pomp witk its head with such force as to nigh knock the breath out
of him.
Frank saw that a moment’s delay would be fatal to Pomp.
Quiclk as a flagh he raised his rifle.
The snake's head was reared high in air ready to deal Pomp another
blow.
Frank took guick aim.
The rifle spoke sharply.
A great ery of joy welled from Frank’s throat na he saw the effect.
The bullet went true to the mark.
It struck the snake's hend and spattered its brains.
It geemed a8 if Pomp was saved.
But the mighty reptile’s coils in the death agony did not seem to
relax about Pomp’s form.
More than that, the snake went plunging and twisting toward the
river. The next moment into the water it went and Pomp also.
Frank gave a cry of horror as he saw Pomp disappear beneath the
waves,
“ My God, he is lost!” he crled.
But this was not so. :
The darky came to the surface like a cork, and striking out none
the worse, swam ashore.
Barney by this time had recovered himself.
‘“ Bejabers, phwat happened to me?' he gasped, in astonishment.
“# Phwat put yez into the wather, naygur?" -
* Then Barney saw the body of the snake stiil squirming in the eur-
rent and bhe nnderstood all.
+ On me sowl!” he eried, “I niver had sich a froight afore in me
loife. Divil take the riptile!” :
‘ Golly! 1 done fought mah las’ day had come!” cried Pomp.
¢ Marse Frank, dat wae a great shot ob yours!”
“ It was a miracle!” exclaimed Frank, fervently.
best thing we can do s to leave this place at onee.”
But the words had not left his lips when an astounding thing hap-
ened, .
& A distant wild yell was heard and a flight of arrows came tumbling
about them.
* Jiminy!" gasped Pomp. ¢ Whatebber was dat?’
But the question was answered as they gazed out upon the river's
surface. Y
From a elump of reeds a war canoe had shot ont.
1t held fully half a score of armed natives.
They began discharging arrows and yelling.
Frank saw that action must be made at once,
‘ We've got to get out of herel” he eried. ¢ This is a little too un-
comfortable.”
« Bejabers, that's roight,” cried Barney.
All started for the Air Canoe.
© But at that moment a ery of terror burst from Pomp’s lips.
« f'o' de Lor', Marse Frank, would yo' jes' listen to de likes ob
dat!”
But Frank had heard the gound.
I'rom the distance through the trees came a queer moaning sound.
hen across the water there shot feathery gusts of wind.
Great, deep shadows came creeping through the forest. The sky
grew yellow and dark.
The savages had ceagsed their yelling and were paddling madly for
the reeds.

1 think the

Frank Reade, Jr., knew well what was coming.
He knew full well the awful character of the Erazilian torn:
how it mowed everything down iu its path. 1
« Quick!” he shouted. ¢ On deck! throw out the anchor
the air-ship securely or we are lost!” .8

CHAPTER XIII.
THE END. .
TuE tornado was close at hand and there was no time to los
Barney and Pomp'rushed to the anchor ropes. .
But they were barely able to throw them out when the stor
With all hagte the three adventurers rushed into the cabi
The din was now tremendous.
Rain was swept in torrents through the air, flying debrig
stones and other material and the bonghs and branches of ti
The harricane churned the waters of the river into billows i
of the gea,
A literal path was mowed through the forest.
Frank was in the piloi-honse trying to see out of the winde!
He feared every moment that the Air Canoe would be [lifte
and blown into the river, )
The force of the wind was something frightful.
Suddenly there was a wrenching and twisting and a whirri
rotagcope shafts. {
Frank experienced a chill of horror. ]
One of them had been demolished and swept away by the b
The next moment another went the same way.
“ My God!” gasped the young inventor, ** we are lost.” =
Without the rotascopes of course the Air Canoe could nob &
They were cast away as it were in the very heart of the Soul
ican wilds, peopled with a million perils. k
Without a boat or any other means of travel they had not th
est chance of ever reaching civilization.
But the worst was yel to come, !
Suaddenly above the thunder o! the tornado there came
dous, resounding crash.
The Air Canoe's deck gave in, there was a terrific grind
crushing, shaking, jolting and jarring.
The voyagers were thrown flat upon their faces.
But in that supreme moment the tornado spent its foree.
It was gone as quickly as it had come. i
The three victims of the catustrophe crawled out of the wre
Alr Canoe.
It was a pitiable sight.
Every rotascope wag gone and the propeller. 1
The whole after part of the aerial vessel had been crushed if
weight of a falling tree,
'Phe Air Canoe could never be redeemed.
Repairing or reconstruction was wholly out of the question
Frank Reade, Jr., stood for some time sorrowfully vies
wreck of his wonderful invention, r
“ That is hard luck!” he declared, * The fates are agninst
« Shure it's the ind av us!” wailed Barney., * Arral, an'
loike to die in this out-av-the-way part av the worruld ag
gsowl to monrn fer yel”
Pomp was equally as much affected.
But Frank Reade, Jr., was possessed of a lion's courage,
He set his lips firmly. |
“ Never mind!" he gritted. * We'll pnll ont of this sernpe
Ther he set to work directing the building of a raft. '
For four days all worked like beavers.
At the end of that time the raft was finished. :
On this Frank Loped to float down to some civilized settlem
1t was the dernier ressort, the forlorn hope of the castawas
The raft was well fitted up with gtofl from the wrecked pir#
Provisions were placed aboard and ammuunition. 3
Frank took all of his scientific instruments and all else of ¥
he could. o
Then the voyagers set forth upon the broad bosom of thed
They had made long sweeps with which to propelthe rafty
For two days they progressed slowly down the river. ¢
Rut the tropical sun was broiling hot, and the nights d¢
misty. The gpirits of all were depressed.
It seemed an interminable distance to cover.
ever, now waited upon them.
Fifty miles further down the river they were picked up by an
ing steamer owned by a Spanish planter, [
They were kindly received by the Spaniards, and six we
garf{ landed at Para. From there a steamer was taken
ork.
People in Readestown were delichted to welcome them b
sorry to learn of the loss of the Air Canoe.
But Frank Reade, Jr., gaid:
« Never mind! The Air Canoe is gone, but I'll construg
ghip that shall excel all my past efforts.”
The young inventor kept his word. ]
What the next air-ship was like and the adventures ex|
with it will be told to the reader in due form in a futuren
this library.

A kinder fs

[THE END.]

Tie next number of the FrRANK READE LIBRARY will contain another thrilling story, entitled—*¢ FRANK R

JAND HIS NEW STEAM TEAM.”
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p I, window and hat flirtations, it contains
8 language and sentiment of flowers, which
to eyerybody, hoth old and young., Yon can-
withont one, Price 10 cents.

3 Nao. 4.
HOW TO0 DANCE

of n new and handsome little bool just issned

« 1t containe full instructions in the art
dguette in the ball-room and at parties, how
al} directions for ealling off in all popular
8, T'he price is 10 cents.

E. No. 5.
- HOW TO MAKE LOVE.

pids to love, eoartship and marriage, givin
rales and_ atiguette to he observed, Wit
sand interesting things not generally known.

3 No. 6.
T0 BECOME AN ATHLETE.

etion for the nse of dumb-bells, Indine
llel bars, horizontsl bars snd various othee

eloping a good, heulthy muscle; containin
strations. Hvery lmyloln become strong an
lowing the instructions contuined in the
Price 10 conta.

o No. 7.
HOW TO KEEP BIRDS.

illustrated, and containing foll mstroctions
ment and training of the canary, mocking-
y blackbird, parogues, parrot, ete., ste. Frice

No. 8.
{ T0 BECOME A SCIENTIST.

t=siractive book, giving & complete troatiss
{ tlso, experiments in ncoustics, mechanics,
ehemistry, nnd directions for making fire-
d fires, and gas balloons. This book cannot
Price 10 centa.

" no. 0.
BECOME A VENTRILOQUIST.

nedy. ‘T'he secret given away, Hvery intelli-
i this book of instrnctions, by a practical
g&luk multitndes every night with his won-
g}, can maater the art, and create any
for humself and friends. It i the groatest
lished, and there's millions (of fun) in it.

4

muE—

FRANE TOUSEY'S HAND

Jontaining Useful Information on Almost Every

No. 15,
HOW T0 BECOME RICH.

This wonderful book presents you with the example and
life experionee of some of the most noted and wealthy men
in the world, including the sslf-made men of our country.
The book ia aedited by one of the most sucoessful men of
the present age, whosw own exampla is in itself guide
enongh for those who aspire to fume and The

-

BOOKS.

Subject Under the Sun, Priee 10 Cents Per Copy.

No. 28,
[ HOW TO TELL FORTUNES.

Every one is desirous of knowing what his fature life wiid
bring forth, whether hanpiness or misery, wealth or pow
erty. You ecan tell by a glance at this little book. Buy omne
and be convinoed. “Toll your own fortune. Tell the forte
unes of your friends. Price 10 ceats.

book will give you the secret. Price 10 cents.

No. 16, .
HOW TO KEEF A WINDOW GARDEN.

Containing full instroctions for construoting & window
garden eitﬁer in town er country, and the most approved
methods for rnising beautiful flowers at bome, 'lhe most
complete book of I.fu kind ever published. Priee 10 ¢couta.

No« 17
HOW 10 DRESS.
Uontaining foll instruction in the art of dressing aud ap-
pearing well ut home and abroud, giving the selections of

colors, muterial, und how to have them made up. Price 10
ocante.

No. 18.
HOW T0 BECOME BEAUTIFUL.

One of the brightest and most valable little books ever
iven to the world. Kverybody wisbes to know how to
Eecome beunutiful, both male and female, The secret is
this book and be oon=

aimple, and almost costless.
fed. Price 10 centa,

vinced how to become beantiful,
No. 19.
FRANK TOUSEY'S
Unifed States Distance Tables, Pocket Com-

panion and Guide.

lelns%ltha official distances on all the railroads ot the
United States and Cannda, Also, table of distances by
water to foreign ports, hack fares in the principal citier,
roports of the census, ete., ete., making it one of the most
complete and handy ks published. Price 10 centa,

No. 20, -
How to Entertain an Evening Party.

No. 29.
HOW T0 BECOME AN INVENTOR.

Every boy should know how inventions ariginate. This
book explains them all, giving exnmples in electricity, hy=
draulics, magnetism, optics, ponenmatics, mechanics, eto.,
eta. 'I'ie mcit instroctive book published, Price 10 centa

No. 30.
HOW T0 COOK.

Ono of the most instructive books on conking aver pub-
lished. It contains recipes for cooking ments, fish, 7 5
and oysters: also nies, puitdings, cakes and sl kinds
pastry, and a grand col‘uotlnn of recipes by one of our moak
popular cooka. Only 10 cents per copy.

No. 3l.
HOW TO BECOME A SPEAKER.

Containing fourteen illustrations, giving the different PO
#mtions reguisite to become & pood speaker, render nnd
elogutionist  Also containing gems from sil the populse
authors of prose nnd poetry, frrenged in the most simple
and couciss manner possible. Price 10 conts.

No. 32.
HOW TO RIDE A BICYCLE.
Handsomely illustrated, and containing full directi

4 for
mounting, riding and managing a bicycls, full luine
with practionl 1'Iﬁ1utrnl.lnnn; ulso divections for ;;:t?nnglu
amachine. Price 10 cents.

No. 33.
HOW TO BEHAVE.

Ccul.nfnins the rules and etiquette of good moclety and th
oasiest and most approved methods of APPAATINE te god

advantage at parties, balls, the theater, church, and in the
drawing room. FPrice 10 cents.

A wory valuable little book just published. A 1
compendinm of games, sports, card-diversions, comic
recreations, ete., snitnble for parlor or drawing-room en-
tertninment. 1t containg more for the money than any
book published. Price 10 cents.

No. 34.
HOW TO FENCE.

Containing full mstroetion for fencing and the use of the

- No. 21
HOW TO HUNT AND FISH.
The most complete hunting and fishing guide ever pabe-
lished. It contains full instructions about guus, honting
dogs, traps, r.rnp&nin and fishing, together with descrip-
tions of gawe an ﬂj‘. Price 10 coniva.

No. 22. ,
HOW T0 DO SECOND S1GHT.

Heller"s second sight explained by his former aesistant,
Fred Hunt, Jr. :Elulmnn how the sscret dinlogues wore
carried on between the magieian and tho boy on the stage:
also giving all the codes and slgnals, 'The only authentio
explanation of second sight, Price 10 cents,

NO. 23,
HOW 7% EXPLAIN DREAMS.

Kverybody dreams, from the little ehild to the aged man

iiﬂddWD;Il;n- This lltté; b“““gﬁ“}“ ‘:.hu agplnnlah:mdwlll
nds of dreams, together wi ucky and uninc

and * Napoleon's Or 1 ** the book of fate, l;riu:yfl.’b

No. 10,
HOW T0O BOX.

defonse made easy. Containing over thirty
uris, blows and the different positions of

boy should obtain one of thesa nseful
s, u8 it will tenclt you how to box with-
% Price 10 cents,

- No. 11,
T0 WRITE LOVE-LETTERS.

o little book, eontaimng full divections for
stters, and when to use them; also giving
for both young nod old, Price 10 cents.

No. (2.
'WRITE LETTERS TO UADIES.
instructions for writing letters to ladies

1 also, letters of introduction, notes and re-
0 cantsa,

No. 13.
Do It; or, Book of Etiguette.
Hlife secret, and one that every young man de-
about. BSend 10 cents and get it. I'here’s

_ No. 14,
DW TO MAKE CANDY.

book for making all kinds of eandy, ice-
emsences, ate., ete, FPrice 10 cents,

ocenta

No. 24.
HOW T0 WEITE %’%‘q’l‘ERS TO GENTLE-

Oontaining full dirsctions for writing to gentlemen on all
whjanhu: also giving sample letters for instroction, Price
oents,

No.25. -
HOW T0 BECOME A GYMNAST.

Containing fali fnstructions for all kinda of gymmastie
sports and athletic exercises, Embracing thirtg;évs illus=
trations. By Professor W. Macdonald. A handy and use-
ful book, Price 10 cents.

No. 26.
HOW TG RO, SAIL AND BUILD A BOAT.

Fully illustrated. Every boy should know how to row and
sail a boat, Fnll instructions are given in this little bool,
together with instructions on swimming and riding, com-
punion sports to boating, “rice 10 cents,

broadsword; also jostruction in archery. Described with
twenty-one practical illustrations, giving the best positions
in fencing. " A complete book. Frice 10 cents,

No« 35.
HOW TO PLAY GAMES,

A complete and useful little book, containing the rules
pnd regnlations of I:il]iqrduiubnmtellc. backguminon, cros

qQuet, dominoes, etc. Prioa 10 cents.

No. 36.

HOW TO SOLVE CONUNDRUMS.

Containing all the leading connndroms of the day, amusing
riddles, curious catches and witty s=;ings. Price 10 cents,

No. 37.
HOW TO KEEP HOUSE,
It contains information for everybody, b girls,
and women; it will teach yon howl.s:: mn’lca a‘;z:’:-u anyth
aronnd the house, snch asb]i'nrlor ornaments, bracketa,

oements, molian harps, and
| bt i e, d lime for catching birde.

HOW T0 BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR.

A wonderful hook, containing nsefnl and practical infor=
mution in the treatment of ordinary diseases and ailments
common to every family, Abounding in usefol nnd effect-
iva racipes for general complaints  Price 10 crpta.

No. 39,
How to Raise Dogs, Poultry, Pigeons and
Rabbits.

A nsofnl and Instrnotive book.

Hundsomely ilfustrated.
By Ira Drofraw. Price 10 conts, .

HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS.

Inolnding hinta on how to cateh Moles, Weasnin, Otter,
Rats, Squirrels and Birda, Also how to oure Sking. Cow
p{w‘mly liustrated. By J. Harrington Keene. Frice 18
centa.

No. 41.
The Boys of New York End Men’s Joke Book.
(8

No. 27.
HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECI-
TATIONS.

Containing the most popnlar galections In nee, comprising
Dutch dialect, French dinlect, Ynnkee and Irish diaiect

pieces, together with many standard readings. Frice 10
centa.

taining n great variety of the Intest jokes used by the
most famons end men. ur minstrels is complets

No anmate
without this wondarful little beok. Price 10 centa.

No. 42.
The Boys of New anrk Stump Speaker.

Clontnining a varied assortment of Stump Speeches, N
Pumh and Irish. Also End Men's j:lta':. ':‘.lunt. the i

th
or home nmusement and amateur shows. Price 10 eana

by all newsdealers In the United States and Canada, or sent to your address, post-paid, on receipt of price. Address

FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 84 & 86 Noeth Mooro Sireot, New Yark.




